— 


Ns 
STRAIT-GATE, 


«| $ecthar find it. Mart, 7, 13, 14, 


i ; - SER, 74 4 


GO n——_ 


— - —_ 


£.-Mihj OR 
Great Difficulty of Going 
to. HEAVEN; | 
\BLAINLY-:. -- 
Proving by the Scriptures, that 
not only the rude-and profane ; but . 


many great profeſſors will come 
ſhort cf thatKinzdom, ; 


— RY 


CE A  Io——— 


WW 


By Fe bn Bunyan, | 


£ ”—— 


© — 


»eate, and broad ts the way that Icadeth to de- 
 ſkruttion, and many there. be that go in there - 
ah. Becauſe ſtrait us the gate, and narrow 'i 
the way t'at leadeth unto life, aud fem there 


LONDON. 
Printed for Francis Smith at the Elephant | 
and Caſtle near the Royall Exchange 


in Gornb:1l. 1676. 


wm '» 


_w—_— < 


"WV: 


Enter ye 2 at the ud gate, [or wide is the | . 


. c 
OI Ot CONE, SECS 
ym ent 


| for theec If there he how and it wounds, get 
| EX A 2 


Tothe R-E-A-D*E R. 


Courteous Reader, 
04 (1 hope hath put it. into my heart t 
GC pr unto thee another time; and ihat 
atout matters of greateſt. moment ( jor 
n102p we diſcourſe not about things controver- 
ted among the godly, but direfily about the 1a- 
ving cr damning of the foul, yea, mureaver 
this diſcourſe pgs the tewne s of them that 
[hall be fayed, and? fypres, thit many @n high 
pro teſſor will comZzjihort of eternal life; } 
wherefoye the matterginſt nccd.s be- ſharp and 
ſo d:(lked by ſome; butlet itnot be rejetted by 
thee. Thz text calls fr fparpne;s, ſo do the 
times, "yea, the faithful diſcharge of my duty 
coin © dhe hath put me upon it. © 
I do not now pipe but mourn, and 'twill be 
well for the, if thou canſt gratiouſly lament, 
Matt. 11. *17, Some ( ſay they ) make the 
gate of heaven too wide, and ſome make it to0 
narrow - for my part 1 have here preſeutcd thee 
with as truc a meaſure of it as by the ward of- 
God I can - reade me therefore, yea, reade me 
and compare me with the. bible ; and if thou 
findeſt my dofrine, and that book of God 
concur 5 emorace it,as thou wilt anſwer the con- 
trary in the day of Fudgment : This awakning 
work ( if God will make it ſo ) was prepared 


healing 


To the Reader. 


. blogd: ef sf takes away a:l thou haſt becauſe 


*tvas naught , ( for this book is not prepared to 


- take awsy true . ap from 4ny ) then. buy of 
Clift gold tried in the fire, thac thou maiſt 
b3fi-h, and white rayrent that tho'1 mai-ſt 
becloathed, and that tle ſhime of thy na- 
kednefs doth not appcar, and anoint thin? 
eye; witheye-ſaly2that'rhou miiet ſee, Re- 
vel.3. 18" Self-flatteries, ſelf-decervings, are 
cafie and plea/ant,” but da nnable ! the Loyd 
give thee #11 heart /to Fudge r.ght of thy ſelf, 
right? this book, hes foto prepore for eternity, 
thow ma:ft not only expett entrance, but 

be received into the kingdome of Chriſt and of 
God, -Amen.- - | 


So prays thy friend , 
TB. 
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Strive to enter in af the ſtrait gate, for 
many, 1 ſay unto you, ſeck, to enter. 
in, and ſhall xot be alle, 

Heſe are the wores of ovr Lord. 

Jefus Ctrifr, and are t} erefore 
tn an eſpecial manner-to' be heeded ; 
beſides, the, ſub'et rhatter -6f the 
words, is the mot weighty, to Wit, 
how we ſhould attain ſatvati fon, and 
therefore alfo to be heetied; 

The occaſion of the words, Was 4 
quefiron which one_that was At: this 
rime-in the company ofthe d iſciples, 
put to Jeſus Ghrit; the queſtion was 
this, Lord,are there few that be ſaved? 
ver. 22, 2 fericus queſtion, not ſuch 


a5 tendzd to the” ſubvertion'i of the 


hearers, as tog/ many now adaies do, 
but ſuch as in its own, nature tended 
to the awakening of the 'campany to 

A3 good, 


2 The Strait Gate, 
good, and, that called for ſuch an an- 
| ſwer that might profit the people. al- 
ſo :. This quettion alſo, well pleaſed 
Jeſus Chrift, and therefore he prepa- 
reth, and giveth ſuch an anſwer, as 
was withovt the lea't retort, or ſhew 
of diſtaſte, ſuch an anſwer I ſay, as 
carried initithe moſt full reſolve ro 
the queſtion it ſclf, and help to the 
perfons queſtioning ; And he ſaid 
anto them , ſtrive to enter in, QC, 
The,wordsare an anſwer, and an 1n- 
ſkructon.alſo. _ ES # 
-: 7. An anſwer, and that in the aftir- 
mativezhe gate i ſtrait many that ſeek. 
will not be Ito therefore but few ſhall 
| be faved, a | 
332. The ;anſwer, is an inftruQion 
alſo,/trive-to, enter 1n,8&c, good coun- 
{cl, andinſtration ; pray God help 
me, and my Reader,and all thet love 
| their own ſalvationto take it. 
..| My manner ofhandling the words 
will-be, firſt by way of Explication, | 
and then by way of Obſervartien. | 
.-By way of Explication. 45%. 
Fo | '  #. The 
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I, The words ate to be conſidered, 
with reference to their general ſcope. 

2. And then with reference_to their 
ſeyeral phraſes, | 

1. The general /cepe of the text 19 
to be conſidered, and that is that 
great thing Salvation ;for theſe words 
do immediatly look at, point to, and 
give directions about ſalvation, Are 
- there few that be ſaved ? ſtrive to en- 
ter iu at the ſirait gate, 

The words, 1 ſay, are to direct 
vs, not only t9 talk of, or to wiſh for, 
but to-underſtand how we ſnall, & to 
ſcek that we may be effectualy ſayed; 
and therefore of: the. g12atet impor- 
tance; .. To. be ſaved ! what, islike 
heing-ſaved ? tobe ſaved; from hn, 
from hell, from the wrath of God, 
frometernal damnation, what is like 
it? To bemade an heir of God ! of 
his grace ! of his kingdome, and eter- 
nal glory ! whatis like it.? and yet all 
this 1s includedin this . word, {aved, 
andin the anſwer to that queltion, 

are there few that be [aved?indecd this 
ITED Mt word. 
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word, ſwwed, is but of little uſe in 
the world, ſave to them that are hear- 
tily afraid of damning, This word 
Iics in tne Bible, as cxcellent ſalves 
lic in ſome mens hovſes, thru.t into a 
ho!e, and no: thought on for many 
tnoneths, becauſe the houſhold peo- 
ple have no wounds nor ſores - In 
time of lickneſs, what ſo ſet by, as 
the Doors glaſſes, and gally-pors 
full of his exccllent things ; but when 
the pcrſon is grown well, the reſt 
is thrown-to the dunghil, Oh when 
met afe'ſick of fin, and afraid of 
damning, what a text is that, where 
this word ome is found ? yea, what 
a word of worth and goodneſs and 
bleſſedneſs is it to him that lies con- 
tinvally upon'the wrath of a guilty 
conſcience ? but the wy.20le need not the 
phifician ; He therefore, and he on- 
ly, knows what ſaved means, that 
knows; V hat hell and de2th and-dams 
nation means : what ſhall I do to be ſa- 
ved? is the language of the trem- 
bling ſinncr 5 L:rd ſave me, is the 

language 


| fourthings. 
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language of the finking inner, and 
none admire the glory that .is in that 
word ſaved, but ſuch as ſce without 
being ſaved, all things -in heaven 
and earth are emptyneſs to . them, 
they alſo that believe theniTelves pri- 
viledged in all the bleſſedneſs thatare 
wrapped -up-in that word, - blefſe 
and admire God that hath ſaved 
3:em - whereſore, ſince the thing 4f- 
tended both-in- the queſtion andthe 
anſwer isno leſs then the ſalvation of 
the ſoul, 1 beſcech you to give the 
-more earneit heed, Zeb.2t. 

But to come to the particular 
pkraſes in the words, and to handle 
thcm erderly..in- the words: 1 finde 


1. Anintimation of the. kingdon 
of heaven, _ : 

2, Adeſcription of the-entrance ite 
tot, | rd 
3, An Exhortation to'enter into ity 
and, | 
4. A motive to inforce that cxhote 


tation. | 
As Firlfp, 
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-- Firſt, An intimation of the king- 
dom of heaven, for when he -ſaith, 
ſtrive 40 enter in ; and in fuch phraſes 
there is ſuppoſed a place or ftate or 
both to be enjoyed , enter #n, entor 
into what, or whether but into a ſtate 
or place or hoth ; and therefore when 
you reade this word, exter im, you 


mutt ſay there is certainly included ini | 


the text that good thing that yet is 
not expreſſed ; enter in, into beaver, 
that's the meaning : where the ſaved 
are, and ſhall be, mro heaven, that 
place, that glorious place, where 
God, and Chriſt, and Angels are : 
and the ſouls or-ſpirits of juſt men 
"made perfeCt- enter in ; that thing 
#n-:Juded, though not expreſſed in the 
words, is called in another place, the 
Hount Sion; the heavenly Feruſe- 
tem, "the general afſemblie and Church 
of the firſt-born which are written 
an -heaven,- Heb. 12, And there- 
fore the words ſignifie unto vs, 


That there 5-4 ſlate moſt gloriows, and | 
'vhat when this world ts ended ; and that 
this | 
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this place and ſtate 4 likewiſe to be en- 
joyed, and inherited bya- generation of 
men for ever, Beſides, this word, ex- 
ter in, ſignificth that ſalvation to the 
full is to be enjoyed ozly there, and 
that there only is eternal ſafety ; all 
other places, and conditions, are haZ- 
zardous, dangerous, full of ſnares, 
imperfections, temptations and at- 
flictions, but there all i5 well ;, there 16 
no devil to tempr, no deſperately- 
wicked heart to deliver us up, no de- 
ceitful lyits to intangle, nor ary in- 
chanting world to bewitch us : there 
all ſhall be well to all eternity, Further 
all the parts of, and circumltances that 
attend ſalvation, are ozly there to be 


-enjoyed : there only is immortalitie 


and eternal life ; there is the glory, 
the fulneſs of joy, and theeverlaſting 
pleaſures; there is God and Chriſt to 
be enjoyed by open viſion, and more; 
thcreare the Angels, and the Saints3 
further, there is no death, nor ſick- 
neſs, no ſorrow, nor lighing, for e- 


ver - t1cre 4s no pain, nor perſecntor, 


-QOT 
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hot darkneſsto eclipſe our gfory, O 
this Mcant Sion! O this heavenly Fe- 
ruſalem L 2 Cor, $: 1,2, 3a. Pſal. I 6, 
11. Luk.20 35,36. H:b, 12.12,23,14., 

' Behold therefore what a -great 
thing the Lord Jeſus hath included 
by this little word, zn, in this word 
js wrapt up an Whole heaven, and 
cternal life 5 even as there is alſo by 
other litthe worcs in the holy Scrip- 
\_{ures of truth ; as whete he ſaith, 

Rnock,, and it ſhall be opened unto you, 
and the elec have obtained zz, 

This ſhould teach us, not only to 
reade Lut ro attend in reading, rot 
-only to real, bbt to Tift up onr hearts 
*0GvJ ih reading, for if we be not 
heedfol, ifhe give vs not light and 
_ *underitanding; we may eaſily paſso- 
ver Without anyPreatregard, ſuch a 
"word as may have a glorious king- 
-dom and eternal ſalvation in the 


bowels of irs yea ſomtimnes, as here, - 


a whole heaven is intimated, where 
Ft is not at all expreſſed. The Apoſtles 


of old, did uſe to fetch great things il 
| out +} 
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out -of the Scriptures, eveh out of 
the very order and timeing of the ſe- 
veral things contained therein, ſec 
Rom, 4. 9, 10, 11. Gata, 3, 16; 17» 
Heb. 8, 13. bur, 

Secondly, As we have here an inz 
timation of the kingdom of heaven, 
fo we have a deſcription -of the en+ 
trance into'it, and that by a doub'e 
fimilitude, 

1, Itiscalled a gate: 

2, Aſtraitgate : ſtrive to enter it 
at the ſtrait gate. ay 

3, Itis ſet forth by the ſmilitude 
of a gate, Agate, you know, isof a 
double uſe, itis to open and ſhrr, and 
ſo conſequently, to let in, or to keep 
out; and to do both theſe 4: the ſea- 
ſon ; as he ſaid, let not the gates of Je- 
ruſalcm be-openedrill the ſun be het; 
and again, / commandrd thatithe gates 
ſbauld be ſhut; 'and charged that they 
| oſhould not be opened till offrr che Sab- 
-bath:(Neh.7, 3. chu», 13.19, 20.) 
And ſo you finde of this gate of hea- 
ven, when the five wiſe virgins _— 
{6 


» 
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the gates were open, -but afterward 
came the ether virgins,and the door was 
ſout, Matt. 11. | 

So then, the entrance into heaven, 
is called a gate, to ſhew; there is a 
time when there may be entrance, and 
there will come a tire when there ſha# 
be none , and indeed this is a cyicf 
truth contained in the text : ſtrive ro 
enter in at the ſtrait gate, for many 4 
ſay nato you will ſeek to. enter in and 
jþ:11 not be abte.. 

I-reade in the Scriptures of two 
Sates or doors, through which they 
that go to heaven Wuit enter, 

I. There ss the dooy . of faith, the 
door which the grace of God hath 0- 
pened to the gentiles; this door is ]:- - 
ſus Chriſt, as alſo himſelf doth teiti- 
fie, ſaying, am the dovy,, &c. ( Acts. 
14.27..F0h. 10.9. ) By this door men 
enter.into Gods. favour, and mercy, 
and finde-forgiveneſs through faith in - 
his blood, and live in hope ofeternal 
life; and therefore himſelf alſo hath 
ſaid, Tam the deor,, by me if-any man 

Th FPLEY 
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enter in, he ſhall be ſaved, that is, re- 
ceived to mercy and inherit eternal 
life : but 

2, There is another door, or gate z 
( for that which 1s called in the text, 
4 gate, iStwice in the next verſe,cals 
led, a door) : there is, I ſay another 
oate, and that is the paſſage into the 
very heaven it ſelf; the entrance into 
the celeitial manſ{ion-houſe, and that 
is the gate mentioned in the text, and 


- the door mentioned-twice ia the verſe 


that follows. And thus Feceb called 
it, when he-ſaid Bethel was the houſe 
of God, and this # the gate of heaven, 
that is, the entrance, tor he ſaw the 
entrance into heaven, one end of Fa- 
cobs ladder ſtands in Bethel,Goas bouſe, 
and thr other end reacheth up to the gate 
of heaven, Gen, 28. 10,11,12, 13, 144, 


15, 16, 17. Facobs ladder was the fl: 


gure of Chriſt, which ladder was not 
the gate of heaven,but the way from 
the Church to that gate which he ſaw 
above at the top of the laddzr : Gen: 
28,42, and Fob, 1.51, 

- | | But 
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But again that the gate in the text, 
is the gate, or entrance into heaven, 
conſider, 

1: Itis that gate that letteth men 
tito, or ſhateth men out of that place 
or kingdom- where Abr. ham, and 
Tſaac, and Facob is, which place is 
that piradice where Chriit promifed 
the thief, that he ſhould be that day, 
that he asked to be with him 1n his 
kingdom : it is that place inte which 
Parl ſaid, he was caught, when he 
heard words unlawful or impollible 
for a man to utter, Zyuk, 13. 20. chap, 
23: 24. 2 Cor. 12.1.2. 3.4. 5. 

Deſt, Butis not Chri:t the gote 
or entrance into'this heavenly place ? 

eAnſw. He is he withont whom 
no man can pet thither, becauſe by 
hs merits men obtain that world, and 
alſo beeauſe he( asthefather ) 1s re 
*doner 5-1 difpoſer of that kingdom 
't0 whom he will : further, t1is place 
Ts called his houſe, afid himſelf the 
' maiter of it.( when once the naſter of 
the houſe i riſen up, and bath ſhut 20 

tbe 
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the ao:r ( ver, 25. ) But we uſeto ſay, 
that the materof the houſe, is not 
the door : men enter into -heaven.then, 
by kim, not as he is the gate or door, 
or en:rance inta the celeitial manſon- 
houſe, but ag he istheegiver: and: di- 
ſpoſer of that kingdom to them who 
he ihall count worthy, becaufe he 
hath obtained it for them. 

2, That this gate is the very paſſage 
m:o heaven, conſider the text hath 
ſpecial reference to the day of judg- 
ment, when Chriſt will have Iaid a» 
ſide his mediatory office, which be- 
fore he exerciſed for the bringins to 
the faith his own elect; and will then 
act, not as one that- juſtifies the une 
godly,but as one that judgeth ſinners 
he will now be riſen up from the 
throne of grace, and ſt ut up the door 
again't all the impenitent, and will 
be ſet upon the throne of judgment, 
from thence to proceed with ungodly: 
ſinners, 25 

Obje&. Put Criſt bids ftrive.firive 
ncw toemter in at the ſircit gate, but 

| if 
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if that gate be as you ſay,. the gate, 


or entrance into heayen,then it ſhould 


ſeem, that we ſhould not ſtrive till 
the day of judgment, for we ſhall not 
come at that gate till-thcn, 

eAnſw. Chgilt, by this exhortati- 
on, ſtrive, &c. doth not at.all admit 
of, or countenance delayes, or that 
a man ſhould negtec his own falva- 
tion, but putteth poor creatures up- 
on preparing for the judgment, and 
counſelleth them ow to get thoſe 
things that. wiil then give thera en- 


trance into glory. This. exhortation, 
1s mych like theſe, be ye therefore xea- 


dy alſo, for at ſuch an hour as you think, 


wot, the ſon of man cometh : and they 


that were ready went in with him to the 


marriage, and the door was (hut, Mat, ' 


24. 44. Chap. 25. 10, 

So that when he ſaith, frive to ee- 
rerin, it isas if he ſhould (ay, bleſ- 
ſed are they that ſhall be admitted a= 
nother day to enter into the kingdom 


of heaven, but they that ſhall be coun 
ted worthy of ſa upſpeakable a fa- | 


—_ 


! 
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vour, muit be well preparcd,' and 
fitted for it before-hand : now the 
time to be fitted, is not the day of 
judgment, but the day of grace ; not 
then, but now : therefore ſfrive now 
for thoſe things, that will thex: give 
you entrance into the heavenly king- 
dom < but, 

Secondly, As it is called agate, ſo 
itis called a ſtrast gate ; ſtrive to enter 
in at the ſtrait gate. | 

The ſtraightneſs of this gate, 1s not 
to be underſtood carnally, but mitti- 
cally : you are not to underitand 
as if the entrance into heaven was 
ſome little pinching wicket, no, the 
ſtraightneſs of this gate is quite ano- 
ther thing, This gate is wide-enough, 
for all them that are the truly graci- 
ous, and ſincere lovers of Jeſus Chritt, 


. but /o ſtrait, as that not one of the 


orker can by any means enter in - oper 
to me the gates of righteouſneſs, I will 


go xntothem,and 1 will praiſe the Lord, 


this gate of the Lord into which the. 
righteous ſhall enter, Pſal. 118, 19, 20. 
by 


— — — 
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by this word therefore Chi xt Jeſus 
bath ſhewed unto us that without 
due qualifications thete is no poſtib'. 
lity of entring into heaven 4 the 
ſtraight gate will keep all others out+ 
when Chrit 'ſpake this parable he 
had doubtleſs his eye upon ſome paſ- 
ſage Or paſſages of the old teitament, 
with which the Jews were wcll ac- 
quainted, I will meation two and ſo 
£0 0n. | 

1, The place by which God turned 
Adam and his wife out of p.cradiſe;pol- 


fibly our Lord- might have” his eve 


upon that, for though that was wide 
enough for them! to corae, out At, yet 
it was to ſtrait ſor them to g0- i# at, 
' but what ſhould be "the reaſon of 
that ? why they had finned and theree 
fore God ſetat the eat of that gar- 
dcn, cherubins and a flaming fwcrd, 
turning every w.y, to kicp the way of 
the iree of lije :.Gn, 7,24, Theſe Che- 
rubins and this flaming ſword, they 
made the entrance too zir..it for. them 
t0entcr in; ſouls, there are Cheru-» 


bins _ 
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binsan4J a flaming ſword at the gates 
of heaven to keep the way of the tree 
of life, thercfore none but them that 
are duely fitted for heaven can enzer 
in at this trait gate,the flaming ſword 
will keep all others out. Knew you 
not that the unrighteaus ſhall not inherit 
the kingdem of God, be not deceived, 
neither furnicatours, ner Taclaters,nor 
adulterers, .nor ejfemtnate, nor abuſers 
of then: felues with mankind, nor thievs, 
ner COouLecuts , nor arunkgrads,' nor re- 
wvilers, nor extortieners, ſhall inherit- 
thckingdom of God. 1.(or. 6.9. 

2, Yerhaps our Lord might have 
his eyc upon the gates of the temple, 
when he ſpoke this word. unto the 
p<ople, forthough the gatcs of the 
temple were fix. cubits wide, yet 
they were ſo ſtrait, that none that 
wereunclean in any thing might en- 
ter in thcreat, EJ;k, 40-48. becauſe 
there were placed at them gates, por- 
ters whoſe office was to look-. that 
none but thoſe that had right to cater, 
might goin thither : and ſo it is writ- 

ten, 
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ten, Fehojadab ſet porters at the gates 
of the houſe of the Lord, thit none that 
were uncleanin any thing might cnter 
in. 2: Chro. 23.19, Souls, God hath 
porters at the gates of his temple, at 
the gate of heaven, porters, I ſay, 
placed there by God, to look” thar 
none that are unclean in any thing 
may come in thither. In at the gate of 
the Church, none may enter now, that 
are open profane and ſcandalous to 
religion; no, though they pleadetney 
are beloved of God ; What hath my 
beloved to-do in mine houſe ( ſaith the 
Lord,) ſeeing jhe hath wrought leuineſs 
with many, Fer, 11.15. 

I ſay, I am very apt to believe, 
that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt had his 
thoughts upon thefe two texts, when 
he ſaid, che gate & ſtrait, and that 
which confirms me the more in the 
thing, is this,: a little below the text 
ne ſaith, there ſhall be weeping, and 
gnaſhing of teeth, when you ſau ſee 
Abraham, «nd Iſaac, and Jacob, and 
all the prophets in the kingdom of hea- 
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wen, and you your ſelves thruſt out, 


ver. 28. thruſt out, which ſignificth a 
violent ac, reſiſting with ſtriving; 
thoſe that would ( though unqualif- 
ed) enter : the porters of the temple 
were, for this very thing, to wear 
arms if need were, and to be men of 
courage and ſtrength, leſt the un- 
ſanified or unprepared ſhould by 
ſome means enter jn. 

We reade in the book of the Reve- 
lations, of the holy citie, and that it 
had twelve Bates, and at the gates 
twelve Angels, but what did they do 
there ? why amongſt the reſt of their 
ſervice, this was one thing, thae there 
might in no wiſe enter in, any thing 
that defileth, or worketh abomination, 
or that waketh a lie : Revel. 21, 12.21, 

But more particularly to ſhew 
what it is, that maketh this gate ſo 
ſtrait: there are three things that make 
it ſtrait. 

1, There is fin. 


- +2, There is the word of the law. 
3. Thereare the Angels of God. 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, there is fin, the ſin of the pra- | 


fane, anJ the ſin of the profeſſor. 
I. The fin of the profane, but this 
needs.not be inlarged upon, becauſe 


it is concluded upon, at-all hands, , 
where there is the common belicf of | 


the being of God, and the judgment 
to come, that the wicked ſhall be tur- 
zed into bell, and all the nations that 
forget God : Pſal.g 17. Fe 

2, But there is the ſin of profeſſors, 
_ or take it rather thus, there-is a pro- 
ſeſſion thatwill itand with an unſan. 


ined heart andlife, the fin of ſuch -- 


will overpaiſe the ſalvation of their 
ſouls, the fin-end Ecing the , heavieii 
end of the ſcale : I ſay, that being the 
beaviet end whi-hhath fin in it; they 
tilt over ; and ſoare, notwithtanding 
their glorious profeſſion, drowned in 
perdition and detruion : for none 
ſuch hath any inheritance 1n.the, king - 
dome of Chriſt and of God, therefore 
let no' man deceive you with' vain 
words, for becauſe of theſe thing s,comes 
the wrath of God npon the children of 
: diſobedience ; 
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d:ſobedzenee ; neither will a profeſſion 
be able to-excuſe them, -Epieſ, F. 3. 
4 5.6. The gate will be too ſirait for 
ſuch as theſe to enter in thereat. A 
man-may partake of ſalvationin part, 


, . butnot of ſalvation in whole:; God. 


ſaved the children of I/rael out of 
Egypt , but overthrew them in the 


\ wilderneſs: I will therefcre pur you 


in remembrance, though ye once kaew' 


| this, how'that the Lord, waving ſaved 


the people ont of the land of Egypt, af- 
terwdras deftroyed them that belitved 


- noÞ: ſowe ſee, ( that notwithſtanding 


their beginning”) they'conld-not enter 
i he Ede, ny Fu 


. Secondly, Theres the-word of the 


Law, andthat will 'mak; the gate ſtrait! 


' alfo ; -none mutt go- 1n. thereat but 


thoſe-thatcin go-m by the: leave 'of 
the: law, for- though no man be'. or 
can be, juſtifyed by the-works of the 
law, yer unlefſe the-righteouſr.eſs and 


| holyneſs by which-they attempt 'to 


enter into-this kingdom, be-juitificd- 
*% B by 
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 bythelaw,:;tis in vain- once to think 
of entring 11, at;this /traz: gate + now 
the lawguſizfieth not, bur, upon. the 
account pf;Chrijts righteouſgeſs ;; if; 
therefore.thou benat indeed found- in; 
that righteouſnes, thou wilt finde the 
lay, lic juſtin the paſſage, into thea-, 
ven tq keep thee out ;,, every mans, 
work mull be.ried..þy fire, that; it; 
way.be.maniſeſt..of what..ſort- it. is,. 
There arg.two ertors inthe, world ae; 
bout theJaw, one is, when men.think, 


t.cnter.in at the ſtrate gate by the righ- | 


requſneſs of thelaw, the qther is, when . 
Ben thinks they mey (rter gue heegeny 
Wwithaue the'leave\ of the Yaw.cy.: both, 
theſe, I ſay, are errors : for, as by, the- 


works ofthe. law,. ne. feſbi; ſpall. be 


je/ifigdr-{0.without the conſent..of. 


the:laws-no fleſh ſhall be, ſyved, htea- 
2 4nd eprih : ſhall paſſe away, before: 
ofe jotc of title of the law.ſbail fails: twl: 
all ve fulfilled,c: he therefore; muit; be; 
Agmned, that cannot be ſaved by the. 
conſent of the law, and indeed- this 
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every way, yea, that lieth to this 
day,in the way, to' Heaven, for a' 
barr.t6-all unbelievers an unſanai-\ 
fied profeſſors.” for ir 1s tzken-vitt.of 
the way for the truly'gratibos ly '; 
it will'be.-found' a9\a roaring: Hon' to 
devour all others; bceauſe of the law 
therefore the igate'will'be found! too 
fire for thevaſandifietto entetin;” 
whewthe:Apoftle had told the'Corin- 
rhians,0theti Hheunrrghedbus -ſhontH\rof 
inhuris 'thrkiagdow' of Gol,” and;* that? 


| ſucltwero ſome of them, he adds, but 


Yr naſhea;' but ye are ſanttified, but 
years ad, te ware of thi Lord. 
Faris, ty 0 [prife ff on Foul 1 Cor? 
6693 0331 .'etofetyeonetidings” th 

tawthey inde brenwaſhts;: tnth"farl” 
Qified, 'and huitted in the name of: 
the: Lor& Jeſs, the law; for' their' 
tranſgreſfionsy wouldhave kept'thene 
outy *r%outd haverhade thegatet 


| ſtrait for tha r6-@htE#Fh, 21057 art; 


\ 


| 


-'Thirdly,''Phere are'#1fo the Ange” 
of God, und by reaſon of them the gate 
tris; TheiLord Jeſus! calferlfthe* 

v3 © WW cnd 
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end of the world, bis carte? ; 2nd 
faith moreover, that the Angels are us 
reapers , theie Angels arc tacrefore 
t gather hes Whearmr is bare, but 
to gather the ungodly mio bundels 
to hurn them, Mart. 13. 39.41, 49. 
unleſs therefore, the man that is un- 
ſanCnfied, can maſter the law, and 
conquer Angels: unleſs be can, as I 
may ſay, 'pyl thegt qut-of the-gare-: 
way of heaven, hinſe/f s.net'to come. 
thither for ever : no man gocth to.hea- 
ven but by the help of the Angels, 1 
mean at the day of Judgment, Forebe 
fon of man, ſhall ſepd. forth bs angels 
Wh a grear fennd vf.q\ rwnoupet, and. 
ehey ſhall gatbey togerperthss. eletb, fron 
the for. winds,. from one end of: beauen 
to the. pthery das, 24-31, If thoſe that 
(hall enter in- at the itraic gate ſhall 
eatcr.in thither by'the conduCt of the 
hal .Angels 5, pray when do: you | 
ink thoſe men; will: evxer 16 © a: 
ther.,, © concerning. - wham the An- 
ls. are commanded, | to gather 
em, 40 binde them "ie. bundles, 
t9 
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to burn ther; This therefore is 
a third Diccplty : , the Angels . 
will "make 'this - enterance -1itait., 
yea , too ſjrait_for *the unjuſtifi- 
ed md unſanCified to enter in thi- 
REF: 

I come now 'to the Exhortation, 
which is re ſtnivs roexter gu ; ſirive to 
enter yn at rhe. ſtrat LAKE. YI 

Theſe words are fitly' added, for 
fince the gate is ſtrait, it follows, tbue 
theythat will enter 3n mnſ$ ſtrive, 

Strive,this:word ſtrive, fuppoſeth 
that great..jidleneſs is.natural. to pro» 
felloxs,; they thinkito get.to;. heayen 
by lying as it- were on their elbows. 
2.[talſo ſuggeſteth,that many will be 
the diffticulties-that profeſſors will 
meet with before they get to heaven, 
3. It alſo concludeth, -that only. the 
labouring Chriſtian, man or woman 
will get inthither. 

Strive, @c, | 
Three queſtions 1 will'propournd 
upon the word, an.anſwer to which 
aft B 3 may 
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may give us light m_ the meaning of 
It . 


"1, Oriſt, Wir Jorh this, word, 
Oripeoymeo Tok 
+ LeRoy to ould we fue? 


3. 2u d we ſtrive, >. 

Firſt, "War goth this word drive, 
im ,ort ? I 
2  Anſw: Whenthe ith, vive, tt 7s 1 
as much as ro*y, Bend your Tofves 
to:the-work with all: ak by afSht - 
What ſoever thy bard:findeth to do; do it 
with all thy might; *for there 15'no ; work, 
nor device, .wor knowledge, nor wiſdom 
$1#þegr ave, whithe' thou poeft? Eccleſ, 
$. 20.” thus San pſordid whenhe ſet 
himſelf to: deſtroy the'Philiſtins, be 
bowed himſelf with all his might, Fndg, 
16. 30; Thus David did alfo when he 
made'proviſion for the — and 
beantifying' of the *teniple Fof God; 
x1:Chrs.29.2; Andthus muſt tt:ou doif 
ever thou entreſt into heaven.” 

2ly, When he ſaith ſtrive, he cal- 
lethfor the -15nde and the wil, that 
_— —_— fide,and on the 
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fide of the things of his kindoine - ; 
for none ſtrive*indeedbutifuch as have 
given the fon of God therr-heart, 'of 
Which the mifide and will 'are a prin=- - 
cipal part, for favitg converſion lieth 
more in the turning of the minde''and 
will to Chtift, and:to the Love of his 
heavenly things, then in-all know- 
ledge and Judgment : and this_the 
Apottle cofifirmeth-when © he \fairh, 
Ptand faſt in one ſpirit, with one minde. 
ftriving\&c; Philip. 1.27. - 

31y,” And more -particularly ,' this 
word ſtrive, is expreſſed by ſeveral 
—_ terms, As, ' - 

It.is expreſſed by that word,”'ſo 
run rebir Jour may obtain, 1 Cor. g. 24, 
2 
e* It' is expreſſed by that word, 
fight the good fight of faith, lay 'hold 2f 
eternal life, 1 Tim. 6. 12, 

3. It is expreſſed by that word, [a- 
bour not for the meat that perifheth, "but 
for that meat that endureth to everlaſt- 
ing 7 Fob. 6. 27 

. Itis expreſſed by that-word, we 
B 4 wreſtle 
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wreſile with. principalities and powers, 
and the rulers of the. darkneſs of this 
world, Ephef. 6. 12. Therefore when 
he ſaith, ſir:ve., it is. as: much as to 
ſay, run for heaven, fight for heaven, 
labour for heaven, wreſie for heaven, 
or you are like to go without it. 
. Secondly, the ſecond queltion, 1s 
how ſhould we ſirive ? Hp 
Axſw.. 1. The anſwcrin general is, 
thou muſt- ſtrive lawſully ; atd if a 
man. alſo frive for the maſtery, yet us 
be not crewned, except be ſtrive lawful- 
ly, 2 Tom. 25. | 

 Butyouwill ſay, what # it to frive 
lawfully? | 

Anſwer 1, to ſtrive againſt the 
+ things which are abhored by.the Lord 
Jeſus, yea, to relilt to the ſpilling of 
your blood, ſtriving againſt ſim, Heb. 
,22. 4. to have all thoſe things that are 
. comdemned by the word, yea, though 
they be thine own right hand, right 
eye, orright foot, in abomination; 
and to ſeek by all godly. means the 
utter ſuppreſſing of them, ar. 9.4.3, 


45) 47+ 2ly,, To- 
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2[y, To itrive lawfully is to 
ſtrive for thoſe things that are com 
mended inthe word ; But thou O man 
of God fiy;;the world, and folliw after, 
that us jrreve for rigateonſneſs, godly- 
neſs, famth, love, paticnce, meckaeſs, 
fight the good fight of fawi:h, lay hold on 
etsrnal life, &c,. 1 Tam.6.11. 192. 

3!y, Hethatitriveth lawfully muſt 
be therefore very tetnperaty in all the 
good and :lawful things of this life, 
And every ont that ftriverh for the mas=' 
ftery, uremperate in all things- :. now' 
tbey.do it to obtain a Corruptible crown,» 
bus we an incorruptible, 1-Cor., g, 25. 
moſt profefors.. give- leave to the 
warld, and vanity of therr hearts; to” 
cloſe with them-and to hang. about 
their necks, and make their. ſtriving: 
to ſtand rather.jn an out-cry of words, 
then a hearty labovr again't the luſts, 
and loye of the-world;,, and their own: 
corruptions, . but this kind'of ſtriving” 
15buta beating of the air, .and will 
come to juſt nothing at laſt, 1 Cor. g.- 


26, £ N Ft 
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4ly, He'that ſtriveth lawfully, muſt 
take God and Chriit along with him 
to'the'work, otherwiſe he will cer- 
tainly be undone. : whereanto, ſaid 
Paul, {alſo labour, ſtriving according 
to his working, which worketh' in me 
"mightily, Colo. 1. 29. and for the 
right performing of this, he mult ob- 
ſerve theſc following particulars: 
-*'7, Hefauſttake heed, that he doth 
not ſtrive:abavt things; or bwords to 
no profit; \for 'God wilknots «bez -be 
with him + of cheſe things; ſaith! the 
ApoHe, pot them im-remembrance ; 
charging-thew- before: the. Lord, . rhat 


they fir:90 not about words tome profit, 


butt, bhe fubvertity of! the hearers, 
£759.24. But' alas }: how many 
ofeffors'in our days are guilty» of 


is tranſzreſlion,' : whoſe treligion 


ftands chi. fly, if'not_ only; in a few 


unprofitablequeitions3-and vain ran» | 


Slings; \aboutwords-anJ things to no 
= t;' but'fo the de:truction; of the 
y 7 ug AO | 


arers, Tit. 0g. ' 


2. He muit take heed, that whillt 


he 


| 


£Y _ 
\ 


Mie... 


Me. aa ls. ea ati. mu p—_—Y as ace a 


The Strait Gate. 37 


he ſtrives again{t one fin, he does not 
harbour and ſhelter another, or that 

whilit he cries out againſt other mens 

ſins,he does not countenance his own, 

3. In'thettriving,ſtrive to believe, 

ſtrive for the faith of the Goſpel, for 

the more we believe the Goſpel, and 

the realitie of the things of the world 

to come, with the more {tomack and 

courage ſhall we labour to pofleſs the: 
bleſſedneſs, Ph:ltp, 1. 27, Heb. 4: let 
us labour therefore to enter anto that” 
reſt, leſt any man fall after «he ſame 
example of nubelief. 

4. As we ſhould firive for; and by 
faith, ſo we ſhould ſtrive by prayer,. 
Rom.15.30:; by fervent and effectual. 
praiers; O the ſwarms of our praier-. 
leſs profeſſors ! what do they think of 
themſelves ! ſurely the gate of heaven 
was heretofore. as wide. as in theſe 
our dayes; but what ſtriving by prai-- 
er was-there- then- among Chriſtians 
for the thing that gives admittance in- 
to this kingdom, over. there is in 
theſe latter days ?. oe 

5. We-. 
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5. Weſhouldalſo ſtrive by morti- 


fying our members that are upon the | 
earth : / therefore ſo run, ſaid Paul, | 


ſo fight I , not as one that beats the air, 
but 1 keep nnder my body, and bring it 


3nto ſubjettion, leſt that by any means | 


when I have preached the Goſpel to 0- 
thers I my ſelf ſh:uld be a caſtaway, 
I Cor,g. 27. But all this is ſpoken 


principally to-profeſfors, ſo 1 would 


be undetitood, 


I come now to the third queſtion, | 


namely bus. why fhould we ſtrive ? 
Anſwer 1, Becauſe the thing for 


which you are here exhorted to. 


ſtrive, it is worth the ſtriving for - it 
is for uo leſs then for a whole heaven, 
and at eternity of felicity there ; how 
will men that have before them, a lit- 
tle honour, a little profit,a little plea- 
ſure, ſtrive? I ſay again, how will 
they ſtrive for tb"? now they-do it for 4 
Corruptecle CYoWwn, but-we an encorrmupti» 
ble, Methinks this word heaven, and 
this eternal life, what is thete again 
Either in heaven or earth like them to 

provoke 
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rti- | provoke a man to ſtrive # 

the | 2, Strive, becauſe otherwiſe the 
ut, | devil, andhell, will afſuredly have 
ir, thee. He goes aboxt like a roaring. Li: 
'it | on, ſeeking who he may devover : 1 Pet, 
ns | 5.8.theſe fallen Angels, they are al- 
o- ways watchful, diligent, unwearied, 
y. theyarealſomighty, ſubtle, and ma- 
- licious, ſeeking nothing more then 
Id thedamnation of thy foul-; O thou 
+ that art like the heartleſs dove, frive, 
1 _>_ 3. Srriebecauſe every lult ſtrives 
and wars againit thy ſoul ; the fleſh 
V ' luſteth againſt the ſpirit ; dearly belo- 
0. | wea, I beſeech you,ſaid Peter, as ſtran- 
| gers and pilgrims, abſtain from fleſhly 
» | lufts, which war agaiaſf the ſoul: Gal. 
q 5. 17. 'tisa rare thing to fee, or finde 
y out a Chriſtian, that indeed can bridle 
his luits, but no {trange thing to. ſee 
ſuch profeſſors that are not only bri- 
| * dled, but ſadledtoo, yea, and ridden 
from laſt tofin, from one vanitie to 
another, by the very devil himſelf, 

and the corruptions of their hearts, 


4+ Strive, becauſe thou. haſt a 
whole 
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whole world againſt thee, the world 
hateth thee, if thou bee ta chri tian : 
the men of the world hate thee, the 
things of the world are ſuares for 
thee, even.thy bed and table, thy 


wife and husband,. yea, thy mott | 


lawful enzoyments have that in them 
that will certainly ſink thy ſoul to 
hell, it thou doeit-not ſ#r:ve .againit 


the ſnares: that are .in- them, Rom. 


I-I. 9. . 
The world will ſeek to keep thee 
out- of heaven, with mocks,. flouts, 


tannts,threatnings, goals, gibbits,hal- 


ters, burnings,and a thouſand deaths, 
ther fore jtrive Again,tf it cannot over- 
come tice with theſe, it will flatter, 
promiſe,allure,intice,intreat, and uſe 
a thouſand tricks on this: hand'to de- 
{troy thee ; and obſerve, many that 
have been {tout againlt the threats of 
the worlg, have yet been overcome 
with the bewitching flatteries of the 


ſame : there ever was enmity betwixt 


the devil and the Church, and be- 
twixt his ſeed and her ſced t00.; 14- 


opael: 
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chaeland his Angels, and the dragon 
and his angels - theſe make war con- 


tinually, Gen, 3. Revel, 12, There 
hath been great dcfires and endeavors 
among men to reconcile theſe two in 
one, to wit, tie ſeed of the ſerpent, 
and the ſeed of the woman, but it 
could never be yet accomplithed : 
the world ſays, they will never come 
over to us, and: we,again ſay, by 


Gods grace; we will never come 0+ 


yer'to them, but the buſineſs has not. 
ended: in words', both they and we 
have:alſo added our endeavouzs 
to make: each other ſubmit, but 
endeavours have proved inefleual 
x00: iFhey foritheix part: have devi- 
ſed alli manner of cruel torments to 
make us ſubmit, as-flaying with the 
ſword , toning, ſawing. aſunder , 


flames, wilde beaiis, baniſhments, 


hunger, and a thouſand miſeryes; 
we again on the other. {ide have la- 
bourett by ptaters, and tears, by 
patience, and. -long-ſuffering, by 


gentleneſs, and loye,, by ſound do- 


Qrine, 
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Qrine; and faithful witneſs-bearing this 
againit. their enormities, to bring | and 
them over to us, but: yet the enmitie.| EVE 


remains ; (o that they muit: conquer 
. us, or we-mn:t conquer. them, one 


fide muſt be overcome, but tbe wea- | 
pons of our war fave are not-carnal but | 


wighty through God, 


5. Strive, becauſe there is: nothing | 


of Chriſtianity got by idleneſfs, idle- 
neſs:cloaths a-man with rags, and the 
vineyard of the ſlothful is: grown” o- 
ver with nettles, Pro, 23. 21, chap. 


24. 30. 31. 32; profetſon that is not | 
attended wi:h ſpiritual labour cannot 


bring the ſoul to heaven: the fathers 
before us were not ſfothful mn buſÞ 
neſs, but fervent in fpirit,- ſerving 
the Lord. Therefore be. not. flothfub, 
bat fi llowers of them whothrongh faith 
and patience inherit the-promiſes; Rom. 
12.11, Heb. 6. 12, | | | 

Strive to enter 18; - | 

Methinks the words at the firſt 
reading, do intimate to us, that. the 
Chriſtian in all that ever he does: in 


this: 


\ | 


; 
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ring this world,. ſhould carefully heed 
ring | and regard his ſoul, I ſay, inall that 
tie. ever he does; many are for their ſouls 
ner by fits and ſtarts, but a Chriſtian in- 
one deed inall his doings, and defignes 
£4» | which hc contriveh and manageth 1n 
but | this world, ſhould have a. ſpecial eye 


or 


oo we WW os 


w—— 


| to his own. future and everlaſting 
; So0d, in all his Jabours he. ſhould 


ftrive.to enter. in. Wiſdom (. Chit ) 
# . the principal thing : therefore get 
wiſdom, and in all thy gettings get wun- 
deyſtanding, Pro. 4.7. Get nothing, 
if thou canit not get Chriſt and grace, 


| and further hopes of heaven, in. that 


getting ; getnothing with a bad con- 
ſcience,with the hazzard of thy peace 


.. With God, and that in getting it, thou 


weakeneſt thy graces. which God 
hath given thee, for this. is. or. 2s 
ſtrive ta emter-in : adde grace to grace, 
both by religious and worldly du- 
ties, for ſo an entrance ſhall be mini- 
ſired unto you abundantly into the ever- 
laſting kingdom of our Lord and Savi- 
our Feſus Chriſt, 2 Pet, 1..1. $. g. 10. 

bbs. 


58 The Strait Gate. | 
x1, religious: duties are not only chin 
ſtriving times; he that thinks fo, #2 
exe: thou maiſt' hp thy faith; 6d jours 
thy hope imthe godly managitent of tho: 
thy calling,andmaiſt get further foot: oi 
ng in eternal life, by ſtudying the the, 
glory of God, inall thy worldly im-| my 
ployment; I am ſpeaking now to hat 
; Chriſtians that arejuſtified freely by, © 
race,” and am in*opreging, or rathef! I© 
counſelling ofthetn,' to ftrive'ro entey! 3 
#n,' for there isan entring in by faith wh 
and good conſcience now, as well as, 87 
anentring in, in.body and ſout bere- 
#fter ;' and Tmwuit; add, that the more| ® 
common jtis'to thy folil totenter-in\ © 
now by faith, 'the more'ftedfaſt hope | « 
ſhalt thou have of entring in hercafter | 
in body and ſoul. 
' $ rive toenter in, | 
By thefe-words alfo the Lord: Jeſus | 
giveth ſhary rebike to thoſe; profeſ- 
forsthat have 'not etetnal-glory, but 
"other ternporal things in their eye,by 
all the buſtle that they make in the , 
world abont religion : ſome there be, 
os what 
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y thywhata ſtir they make, what a noiſe 
©, jandclamour,. withtheir notions and 
214 forms, and yet perbapsallis bur for 
it of theJoaves ; becauſe they :have caren 
foot of the loaves.and are filled/Foh. 6, 26. 
; | th, theſe ſtrive indeed toenter, but it is 
im.| not into heaven; they finde, religion 
7 tg hatha good:tride at the end of it, or 
by. they-hade,;thatit is the way t6 credit, 
the# ropute, prefermentzand the-like;and 
2153 therefore they firtve to! enter into 
ith. theſe.z but theſe have not the frait 
| as, gate in their eye, nor yet in- them- 
re.| ſelves have they.love to their- poor, 
ore! and periſhing ſouls :' wherefore this 
in| exhortation nippett-ſuch, by predis- 
pe Qing of their damnation. © - 
er | © Streveto enter in, - 
. Theſe words alſo ſharply 'rebuke 
them-who'content themſelves as the 
15  Angcl of the Church of Sardis did,-to 
. wit, to bave.a name tolive,and be dead, 
t Revel., 3:1, oras they of the Laod:- 
ceans, Who took their religion upon 
2 truſt, and was content, with a pvor, 
wretched, lukewarm profeſſion - ; For 
INE ſuch 


— 
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ſuch as theſe do altogether unlike't io] 
the Exhortatian-in the text ;that ſay ni 01 
ſtreve , and they fit and ſleep; tha fait! 
fays ſtrive ro:enter. in, and they''con 1. 
tent themaſelves with'a profcfiion that p 4 
is never like to bring them thither, .nef 
Strive to enter in, Lo 
Further, theſe words put us upon £4 ; 
proving the truth of onr graces,”ow?! 2. 
I ſay, they pnt. us'upen the proof of ;. 
the truth of them-wow -for if the ſtrait) ,., 
gate be the gate of heaven, and yet __ 
wearetoſirive to enter into it now; ſo 
even while we live, and -before we| 
come thither, then, doubtleſs Chriit 
means by this-exhortation, that we | 
ſhould uſe all lawful means to prove | ; 
our graces in this world whether they : 
will ſtand in the judgment or no :.| , 
ſerive to enter-in, get thoſe graces now 
that will prove true graces then, and | 
thereforetry them you have, and if | 
upontryall they prove nat right, caſt 
them away, and cry for. better, -leſt | 
they caſt thee away, when better are | 
not to be.had -. Buy of me gold tried » | 
the | 


a) 
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{Kerb fires mark that, Revel, 13. 20, 
ER me faith and grace that will 
tha 


faith; boy -ofmethatgrace, and «lſs 
that white raiment that thow mayeſt 'be 
x - Slathed, that the ſhame of thy wicked- 
* |nefs doth nor 4ppear, and annoint thine 
iron 9's with eye-ſalve that than maieſt ſee - 
f of {ttiving'to enter in, ' EY 
::Buoyou will ſay, how'fhould we 
yer *fy our graces? would: you have us 
2w.. Tun'into temptation to try: if they be 
we! ſound or rotten ? "hk 
ris] | Av. You necd not runinto 'try- 
wo | 218-/\God hath ordained that enow of 


Kos | oraces either-rortten or ſound -befote 


ey — | | 
) + | the day of thy<death'--{xfficsere to: the 


at $| 


iq | atyfficiency of graceto withſtand, 'I 
:c | ſay;”thonnſlialt have tryals,” 'enow, 


7 Overtake-theeyfts' prove: thy graces 


 ſoutidor rotten: thou maie:t there- 
| fore, if God ſhall help thee, ſec how 


goelit 


m1gde you this: advice, this is right. 


day the evil theredf, if thou hait but. 


ſtand inthe judgment, ſtrive for thar - 


1 


them ſhall overtakethee to-prove thy - 


 itislike to go withthee before thou 
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goelt out of this world, to wit, whe.$bee- 
ther thy graces be ſuch as will Wy "; 
thes jn,at the gatesof heaven or:nourlHe9 
"B ue how. ſhold .we try our: "grad 
OO EEWErSTTF 
eFaf, How doeſt thou fiade them. 
in.outward trials? ſee Heb.11.15.i6; {ing 
how. doeſt thov. finde thy ſelf in the|ftcf 
ioward workings of inz('Ro, 7.24.) 
how doeſt thou find thy ſelf vader the! defil 
maltthigh-enjoymentof grace in::this | 28's 
world? Phal. 3, I: © m1 and 
, But what do Jou mean by theſe three: Les 
queſtions ? wa Lara Pſa 
Anſa, 1 mean graces hew.them- | -f 
ſelyes at theſe their-ſcaſgns' whethet: | 17 
they be xoyren or foundeg 1 - |! 4: 5 2.14 | 
AZiw- do they ſhew themſelves to be ®\| 
true under the firſt of theſe ? . ; | tha 
- fnſ.. By miltrutting.0ur own. ſuf-:, be 
igiengy,; by crying to Gogfarihelp,: | ©! 
byAeliging rather; dieithim go bring? | $4 
apy diſhanqur.tothe. name: of Godzo £ 
and by counting, that if God be hos! | © 
nqured ig the trial, thou haſt gained. 
more then all the world: could give: 
C5 thee, 


- 
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-heithee, 2 Chro. 20, 12. chap» 14. 11, 
mes Atts. 20 24. 2. Cor. 4- 17,18, 
Fils Heb; IT. pe 25" 
ices: How do they ſhew ebemſeluet ito be 
ko (Itrge wnder ihe fecons #? ; 
em. efn(w. By mourning and confel- 
t6./fing, and itriving, and praying againſt 
e/them-; by. ndt being. content, thould- 
| etzhou.have heaven ifcheyilive; and 
* defileithee, and by.counting of: holy- 
is . neſs the greateſi,beauty inthe world, 
| and by. flying to Jeſus Chrizt\for life, 
8: Zeehe 13, 10. Foh. 19. Heb. 12, 4. 
1 Pſal. 19, 12. 
- | . How. da:theyiſhew: themſelves: to be 
f rue under the third #1.-».1 
;, | ,"By;prizing the-true Exaces: above 
_ all the world, -by praying. heartily. 
: | that God will give thee more, by.not 
, | being.content with. al the grace thou 
« | caniſibe capable. of. joys ..0n-this; 
» | fide heaven.and:glory, P. LOO I. 
\ | Lik, 19.5. Phrlipy3. chapters. 
» | | SITEOE LO CNten tht: 
The reafon whyQhriſt addeth theſe 
vords;: r8.entey: 59, 1s: 0bvious 3 19 
wit, 


© -_- 
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wit,becauſe there is no true & laſting qe 
happineſs on this ſide heaven; I ſay je: 
none that 18 both true and laiting,] jnf 
mean; as: to:our-ſenſe-and-feeling) jnfl 
as there there ſhall, for bere have - rati 


iS  — = 


mo continuing City but we ſeek, one 0 the 
come ; Heb. 13. 14. the heaven is| 1. 
within, ſtrive therefore -to-enter-in;] 7 
theglory'is within, firive therefore to L 
ener in; the Aount Sion 1s- withm,| [f, 
ſRvive therefore to enter 11; the heaven- ent 
ly Feruſalem is within, ſtrive therefove| 
roenter in ; Angels, and Saints' are} wh 
within, ſtrive therefore ro enter in| ex 
and:tomakeup-all, the God: and: fa-| the 
ther of our Lord -Feſus Chriſt, -and] us 
thac'iglorioue redeemer. is within, | ge 
ſtrive therefore'ito enter in, | Ou 
 iBtrevetoenter in, -| ſel 
' For wich:ut are dogs, ſorcerers, and | hit 
whor etongers,- arid amurderers, and 1- 
dalaters; nnd whoſoever" lovers ant \ to 
maketh a lie without are alfo the de-- | 
vils, and hell, and death, and all | mi 
damned ſouls ; without is hopling, | tht 
weeping, -wailing, and guaſhing of. | be 
e210 teeth; | 


| 
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ing teeth ; yea without are. all the -miſe- 
la ries, ſorrows, aud plagues that-.an 
31 infinite God can in jultice and power 
bg] inflict upon an evil and wicked gene- 
We ration : ftrave therefore to enter 1n,at 
1 the ſtrait gate. Revel:22,15t1ett.2.5s, 
tS| 4.1.. Revel. 12. 9. 1[at. 05. 13. 14» 
eMatt.22.13, Deut. 29. 18; 19. 207 
Strive to enter in at the ſtrait gate, 
N,| [ for many ] I ſay unto you, will ſeckto 
N| enter in, and ſhall-not be able, . 
me! MWeare now come to, the: motive. 
re! which our Lord urges to inforce his. 
3| exhortation - held vs before, that 
a-| the gate was i{traff, he alſo exhorted 
4] us to ftrive to enter ix thereat, or to 
1 | get thoſe:things »dw that will further 
| our etkrance.: then, and. to. ſet our 
ſelves againit rhoſe things that will 
# | hinder ourentring in. | 
-| Inthis motive thereare five things. 
{ | to be minded. | Age 
-| 7, Thatthere will be a diſappoint- 
{ | menr to ſomeat the day of judgment, 
| they will ſeck.to enter in, and Fall ar 
e aVle. RE rot 


% C 2: That | 
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2, That not a few, but may, will | 


- meet with this diſeappeerittent, for 


[ many Twill ſcek tro enter in, axd ſhall 
#ot be able. FD £1 3 


3; This doQtia of the-miſcariadge 
of m&vy; theh, it ſtandeth upon” the | 
validity of the 'word of Chriſt ;- for: | 


many [1 ſay] will ſeek to enter in, and 
ſhall not be able; - 
4. Þrofeſfors ſhall make a great 


heap, among the rany that ſhall fa} 


ſhort-6of heaven, for mary'T ſay [ un. 
ro you ]will ſth to enter in, and ſhall 
rot be able. "© ; 

5. Whete grace "avid ſtriving are 
wanting wow, ſeekiny, whd: conter- 


ding ts etter in, will be unprofitable” 


fl 


th emer in, amd ſual{ net be able. 
But I will proceed in my former 


thets, for mieny,” 1 5 tov,” gan 


rethod, to wit, to open'the words 


unto you, 


For many, Ge, © 
Thi had fa, for © one] 96l fall 
fore, it hid been a feriterice to be 
minded : Ifhe had ſaid, for ſome that 
ſeck, 


| 
| 
| 


| 


[ 
[| 


| 


+ 
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il | ſceb, will fall ſhort , it had been very 


awakening, but when he ſaith, many, 
many will fall ſhort, yea many among 
profeſſors will fall ſhort, this is not 
only awakning, but dreadful. 

For many, QC. 

1 finde this word many, variouſly 
applycd in the Scripture. | 

x. Sometimes it intendeth the open 
profane, the wicked, and. ungodly 
world, as where Chriſt ſaith , wide # 
the gate, and broad s the way that lea- 
deth to deſtruttion, an4 many there be 


| that go in thereat ;, eMatt. 7. 13.1 


ſay by the many here, he intends thoſe 
chiefly, that go on in the broad way: 
of fin, and prophannefs, bearing the' 
tokens of their” damnation. 1m their 
fortheads, thofe whoſe dayly pra-' 
Qiſe proclaims, that their feer godown. 
to death, and their. ſteps take hold of 


'| bell; Fob, 24. 29. 30. 1/a. 3.9: PP9.55;- 


SG TOS 


2, Sometimes this'word; many, in-" 
tendeth thoſe that cleave to the peo-* 
ple of God deceitfully, and in hypo- 
ctiſy,; or as Dazicl bath it," many ſhall 

is bh. cleave 
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cleave unta the. Church with. flatteriesn | 
Dan. 11.34. The word jay, in this | 


text, includeth all thoſe who fejgn 
themſelyes.better then they are in re- 
Iigion ; 1t-includcth I ſay $io'e thar 
have religion, oxly, for ap holy-day 
ſaint to ſet them out at certain times 
. and when they come 2mong ſutable 

company... ge, 05S 
. 3:., Sometimes this word mary, it- 
tendeth them that. apo'tatiſe from 
ChriT,ſuch as for a while believe a | 
in time, of:temptation fall away, as 
Fohz ſaith of ſome of Chriks diſci- 
ples, frem that time many of bu diſci. 
ples went back, and walked. no wore 
with bims, 7ob-G:66- 1,0. 
4. Sometimes tis word meny, in - 
tendeth them that make A _. great 
noyſc, and do many great, things in 
the Church, and yet want ſaving 
grace, any, ſaith Chriit, will. ſay. 
uno men that day, Lord, Lird, have 
we not propheſied in thy name,and.inghy 
name caſt out devils, and in thy name 
dong many wonderful works ; Ss 
there 


— 
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there will be many of theſe.” 

5. Sometimes ' this word: mary 
intendeth thoſe poor ignorant de- 
Ii4ed ſouls. that 'are jedd away 
with” every winde of doGurine 
thoſe . who..are caught wita tte 
cuaning and crafty "deicciver, who 
lieth -in wait” to beguile unſtabie 
ſouls. e-frd many ſhall fellow their 
prvnicious ways, by reaſo-1 of whejp the 
way of ruth fhdll be cul [ſpoken of , 
IF. 2.2. 1 | 

6: Sometimes this word mary in- 
cludeth ail the world, good ana bad, 
And meny of ghem that fleep ia tie as ft - 
of tbeearth fhall awake, ſome te ever- 
laſting life, and ſome, to cuertaſting 
fhane and contempt © Dan. 12.2, com- 
pared with Foh. 5.28. 29. 

.-, Latly, Sometimes this word - 
many intendeth the good only, even 
them that ſhall be ſaved; Zak, 1. 10. 
cop. 2306 | 

Since then that the word is:ſo va- 
riovſſy' applied; let us enquire how | 
it mu'tbe taken in the text, and. 
C 3 kd. Ip - 
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7. It muſt not be applied to the 


ſincerely godly, for they ſhall never 
periih, 7eh, 10. 27, 26, 


2. It cannot be applied to all the | 
| 


world, for tkennofleih ſhould be ſa- 
Wo... 
3. Neirher is it to be applied to 


| 


| theopen profane only, for then the || 


hypocrite is by it excluded. 


| 


4. But by the mary in the text our | 
Lord intendeth in ſpecial the profeſ- | 
for, the profeſſor I ſay, how high ſo- | 


'ever he ſeems to be now, that ſhall 
be found withont faving grace it the 
Gay of Judgment, 


Now that the profeſſor, # 3» ſpecial 


#ntended in this text ,confider z fo foon 
as the Lord had ſaid, manywill ſeck to 
enter in, and ſhall not be able, he poin- 
teth, as with his-finger, at the many 


that then he in ſpecial intendeth, to. 


wit, them among whom he had 
taught ; them that had eat and-druksn 
#3n his preſence ; them that bad prophe- 


— 


fied, andcaſt out devils in bis name, 


 wrndiin bis name done many wonderful 
L works. 
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he | works. Luck, 13: 26. Mate. 7.. 22. 


Theſe are the: many intended. by the 
Lord in this text, though others are 
; alfo included under the ſentence of 
damnation by his word in other. pla«- 
ceS-. 

For many, Qc.. 

Adatthew faith concerning- this - 
ſtrait gate, That there are but few that 
Finde xt : but it ſeems the eait-aways 
in wy text, did finde it, faryou reade 
thatthey knocked art it, and cried, 
Lord open unto us : (0 then, the--racgn- 
ing may ſeem. to be this, wary of the 
' few that finde tt, will ſerk, ro entey 50, 
and fhall notbe able. | 

I finde at the day of. Judgmear, 
ſome will be crying to the -racks to 
cover them, and ſome at-the gates. of 
heaven for entrance -: ſuppaſe that 
thoſe that cry to the rocks to cover 
them, are they whoſe conſcience 
will not ſuffer them, once to look 
God in the face becauſe they are fal- 
en.under preſent guilt,and:the dread- 
ful fears of the wrath of the lamb. 


Up Revel.” 
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Kevel. 6. 16. And that thoſe that ſtand | ant 
crying at the gate of heaven,are thoſe | ho1 
whoſe confidence holds out to the| tag 
laſt, eventhoſe whoſe boldneſs will | cor 
enable them t- contend even with | hy 
Jeſus Chriit for entrance. Them, I | to 
ſay, that will have, profeſſion, 'cat- | fo1 
ing- our of ' devils, and many won- | hj: 
derful works to pleade : of this fort | 7; 
arethe mexy in my text; for wany, / | 2 
ſayunte you; will ſechto enter in, and 8 
ſhall net be able. [ys v7 


-' For niany, RC.” | 
| Could we compare the profeſſors 
of the times with the everlaſting word 
of God, this doctrine would more a 
eaſily appear tothe children of men, | 
How few among the many, yea a- Ai 
mong-the many ſwarms of profeſſcrs [ 
have heart to make conſcience of 6 
walking before God, in this world, | , 
and to ftudy his glory among the | x 

( 

c 

c 

« 


+Þ 


children of men': How few, I ſay, ' 
. have kis name lie nearer their hearts, 
then their own carnal concerns , 
nay; donot many make his _ 
an 
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and his name, and his ways a italking- 
horſe, to their own worldly advane 
tages, God calls for faith, good 
conſcience, moderation, felf-denial, 
bumility, heavenly-mindegneſs, love 


| toSaints, toencmies : andfor con- 


formity in heart, in word, and life to 
his will, but whereisit 2 Mar.11.22. 
Per. 3.16. Heb.13. 5. Philip. 4. 5. 
Matt. 10. 37,38,39. (60.3.1,243,44 
AMzch. 6. 8. Revel..2.10, Foh: 15. 17, 
1 Fob, 4.21. Matt, 5. Mſ2ro. 23.26. 


| Colo, 4.6. * 


For many [1 ſay unto you ]].. - 
- Theſe latter words carry in them a 
double argument to prove the truth 
aſſerted before. Firſt, in that he di- 
rectly pointeth at (his followers. 
ſay unts | you | : many 1 ſay unto you, 
even to you that are my diſciples, to 
you that have eat and drunk in my 
preſenace..I know that ſometimes - 
Chriſt hath directed his ſpecch to his - 
diſciples, not. fo much upon there 
accounts, as upon the accounts of 
others: buthere it.is notſo - the. IT 


C5 ſay \ 


.. ſay unto you; in this place, it immedi- 


atly concerned ſome of themſelves. 7 
"ſay unto you, ye ſhall begin to land | 


wirthent, -and to knock ſuying, Loyd, 
Lord open to-i, and he ſhall anſwer, 


' and-ſay unto you; 1 know you not, | 


i whence you are ;then ſhall ye begin to 
| fay, we have eat, and drunk in ty pre- 
ſence, and thou haſt taught in our 
iſtreets': Butche ſhall jay, Frell you, T 
\kxow- you not whence you are, depart 
ifrom me, allo or ker of iniquity, 'tis 
\you, 'yob, you, thatT mean, 

H ſaywre you. | 

It 125 «common with a profeſſing 
people; when they hear a ſmart and 
!thundring Sermon, to ſay, now'has 
tHe predcher paid off the drunkard, 


{theifwedter, the lier; the covetous, 


and adulterer; forgetiing that theſe 


'Sns'may be committed in « ſpiritual 


and miſtical way. There is ſpiritual 
«drunkenneſs, ſpiritual adultery, and 
aman may bea lier-that calls God his 
Jfather when he ts not, or that calls him- 
[felf a chriſtian and #4 t#at. Wherefore 
| ;peEriiaps 


—EnO 4” 
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T7 perhaps all theſe-thunders and -light- 
nmgs.in this terrible. Serman, may 


more.concera. thee then thon art a- 

ware of, [ ſay #3to.you : unto you 

profeflors may be the application of 

all chis thunder, Rev. 2. 9. cbep. 3.9. 
1 ſny nuto you, 


 Hadnot the Lord Jeſus deſigned .. 
by theſe words, to ſhew what an-o- 
verthrow will. one-day be made::a-. - 
niong. profeſſors, he. needed :notto :: 
haveyou'ed it at this:rate,.as:in the -- 


text, and afterwards he has done, 


the ſentence had. run intelligible 5eo: . 
nough withoutit; I'ſay, . without his. ., 


ſaying [ / ſay#nto.you; ] but the:-4ruth - 


i 


is, the profeſſor is . in.. danger, :the.:: 


preacher, -and, hearer-,-the workers: -. 


of mixacles, and workers of wonders: ; 


_ may all be indanger of damning, nota . 


withſtanding, all. their: ,attainments.. . 


And to-awaken us all abont this truth:.] . 
therefore, the text mu'trun tw, For - 
many..1 ſay wits you, will ſecktoexter » 


in.and ſhall not be able: - 


See you not. yer, that the profeſs 
| : ſox. 
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for is ifi danger, and that theſe words, 
1 ſay unto yor,, are a Prophelie of the 
everlaiting perdition of ſome that are 

famous in the congregation of Saints : 

I ſay, if you do not ſee it, pray God 
youreyes may be opened, and be- 
ware that thy portion be not as the 
portion of one of thoſe that are wrap- 
ped upin the twenty eight verſe of 
the chapter. There ſhall be weeping and 
: gnaſhing of teeth, when ye ſhall ſee A- 
| TL and.]ſaac and Jacob, and all 
the prophets in the kingdom of heaven, 
and you your ſelves thruſt out. 

For many|_ 1 ſay ] unto you. 

Theſe words, I told you, carry in 
them a double argument for confir- 
mation of the truth aſſerted before: 
firſt, the profeſſors are here particu- 
larly pointed at ; and ſecondly ir is 
the ſaying of the truth himſelf ; for 
theſe words I /ay, are words full of 
authority, I ſay it, I ſay unto you, 
Tais Chriſt, as he 'ſaith in another 
_ It is Tthat ſpeak, beholdit © 1, 
The perſon whoſe words we have 
now 
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Row under conlideration, was no 
blundering raw-hcaded preacher, 
but the very. wiſdom of God, his 


ſon, and him that hath lain in his bo- 


ſom, from evcrlalting, and conſe- 
quently, had the moſt perfect know- 
ledg of his fathers will, and how it 

would fare with profeſſors at the end 

of this world. And now hearken what 

himſelf doth ſay of the words which 

he hath ſpoken ; heaverrand earth ſhall 

paſs away, but my word ſball not paſs a- 

Way, eHatt. 24.35. 

{ I ſay ] unto you. 

The Prophets uſed not to ſpeak af- 
ter this manner, nor yetithe holy A- 
poitlcs ; for thus to ſpeak is to preſs 
things to be received -upon their own 
authority. They uſed to ſay.,chiw ſaith. 
the Lord, or Paul, or Peter an Apoſtle, 
or a ſervant of God, But now w« are 
dealing with the words of the ſon of 
Ged, it's he that hath ſaid it, where- 
fore we finde the truth of the perith- 
ing of many profeſſors, affert.d, and 
confirmed by Chri:zs own mouth. 

This 
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This conſideration carrieth great a-' freq 
wakning init, but into ſuch a fait | whe 
fleep are many now adays fallen, that | hou 
nothing will awaken them but that | a 
ſhril and-terrible'cry,.6chold the brids- ſet 


groom comes, go.yewur io mect him. | the 
I ſay unto you. the 
There are two things upon which | \ik 
this aſſertion may begrounded. ge 


I. There-1:4#the:world a thing like | 13 
grace that 6:a0to«. - 
2.There ts aſfin-salled,the'ſin againſt || 6 
the boly Ghoſt,. from which there. u no | #h 

redemption, and both theſe things be- - 
fall-profeflors;-. | | 
Firſt, There. in the-world 4 thing * | 
like grace thas #5 not. . "| Þ 
1. This 4s evident, becauſe: we t 
reade-that there are-fome- that. not - | } 
| 


only maks a farr ſhew 4nthe fleſb, thas . | 
glary in appearance, that vaypcar beau- - 
rsfnt au ward,-toet:ae as Gods people, F 
 bur-have not th?;grace a Gods. people, _ | 
Gal6.12.2 Cor. 5.12. AMUNR23.27, . 
2. 'I16 evident alſo iro; thofe 
115NE - 
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U4-] frequent cautions- that are every 


where inthe Scriptures given us a- 

bout this thing : Be nor dcceived, let 
4 man examine himſelf , examine your 
ſelves whether you be in the faith : all- 
theſe expreſs1o0ns mntzmate-to us,that 


there may be a ſhew of, or a thing. 


like grace where there is no grace in- 
deed, Galat6:7. 1 Cor. 11.28, 2:Cor, 
13:5. / 
3. This is evident from the con- 


| clufion made bythe holy Ghoſt upon 
this very thing, for if 4 man thinkgth - 


hin ſclf to'be ſomething when he ts 10- 


thing, he deceiveth hinſelf. Gal. 6, 3, 


The holy Ghotthere concludeth, that 
a man may think himſelf to be ſome- 
thing, may think he hath grace,when 
he hath none, may think himſelf 
ſomething for heaven and another 


world, when indecd he 1sjult nothing 
-ata!l withreference thereto + the ho- 
ly Ghoit alſo determines 150n this 


point, to wat, that they do 'o ueverve 


thn-ſeluves; for of » man tnnk, :hnum- 
{el; t > + jOhrenng wh: b. 45 nabung, 


tae 


# 
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be decciveth himſelf, he deceiveth his 
own ſoul, he deceiveth himſelf of 
heaven and ſalvation; ſo again, /et 
no man beguile you of your reward, Col, 
2:28; | 

4. It is al'o manifeſt from the text, 
for many I fay unto you will ſeck to en- 
ter in, and ſhall not be able: alas ! great 
light, great parts, great works, and 
grear confidence of heaven may be 
where there is no faith'of Gods cle, 
no loveof the ſpirit, no-'repentance 
untoſalvation, no ſanification of 
the ſpirit, and fo conſequently no ſa« 
ving grace, but 

Secomily, as there is a-rbing like 
prace Witch 1s not,-:ſo there 15a. ſi 
called the /in againft the holy Ghoſt, 
from which there is no redemption, 
and this fin doth more ordinarily- be- 
fal profeflors. 

1; There is a fincalled -the [in 4- 
gainft ihe h-ly Gboſt, from which there 
15 no redemption ; this is 'evident 
both trom e MHatthew and e Mark c 
But whoſoever ſpeaketh againſt the bo 


y 


h his 
f of 
2 let 
Col. 


ext, 


| 


[ 
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ly Ghoſt, it ſhall net be forgiven him 


neither in thu world, neither in the 
world to come, But he that (ball blaſ- 
pheme againſt the holy Ghoſt, hath never 
fergiveneſs, but «5 in danger of eternal 
damnation, Matt..12, 32, A1ar, 3. 29s 
wherefore when we know that a man 
hath finned this fin, we are not to 
pray for him, or to have compaſiion 
on him r Fob. 15. 16. Fug. 22. 

2. This fin doth mo't ordinarily 
befal profeſſors, for there are few, 
ifany, that are not profeſſors, that 
are at preſent capable of ſinning this 
ſin. They which were once erlightned, 
«nd have tafted the heavenly. gift, that 
were made partakers of the h!ly Ghoſt, 
and have taſted the good word of God, 
and the pewers of the world to ceme, 
Heb. 6. 4. 5. of this ſor: are they that 
commit this ſin; Peter alſo deſcribes 
them ro be ſuch, that (in the unpardo- 
nable ſin. For if after they have efca- 
ped the pollution of th: world through the 
knowledg of our Lord ard ſaw ur Feſus 


73; 
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in and cvercome, the latter end is wor ſ{ av! 
with them then the beginning, 2 Per(iT 
2. 2, That other paſſage inthe tenti| onF 
of the —_ holdeth forth the ſa 368 
thing ; for if we ſin wilfully after wil #00 
Ho Latch Wy "am. fo chu rhe 
wuth, there remaineth no more ſacrifici Wi 
for ſin, but a certain, fearful lookzng| by 
for of Fudgment, and fiery indignation ho 
that ſhall deyonr the adverſaryes, Heb.) an 
10. 26. 27. 

Theſe therefore are the perſon 
that are the prey-forthis ſin: his fin 
feedeth upon profeſſors, and they that 
are ſuch do very often fall into. the.| t] 
mouthof this cater, Some. fall ints| + 
the mouth of \this fin, by deluſions, | x 
and doQtrins of devils and, ſome fall.| 
into the mouth of it, by returning-.| 
with the dog to his own vomit 4g 14, 
and with the ſow that was waſted, to | 
ver wallowing in themire, 1 Pet.2.22., 1 
{ball not here give you a particular 
deſcription of this in, that .I have 
done elſewhere ; but ſuch a ſin there | 
5, and they that commit it (hall oye 

| ave 
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have forgiveneſs ; and I ſay again, 
{there be profeſſors that commit this 
tenth unpardonable ſia, yea more then the 
moſt are aware of : let all therefore 
Y wi look about them ; the Lord awaken 
them that they may ſo.do : for what 
with a praſſeſſion without grace, and 
| by the venom of the fin again(t the 
holy Ghoſt, mary will [eck to enter ins 
«nd ſhall not be able. 
Will ſeek. to enter in, 

ond] . This kingdom, at the gate of which 
fin] the ceprobate will be Rept, will Le 
hat! ae the laſt Judgment, the deſire of all 
the] the world, and they, eſpecially they 
to] 3n my text will ſeek ro enter in, For 
ns, | then they will ſce that the blefſed- 
all] nefle is to thoſe that ſhall get into 


Ir 
E . Revel. 22.14. 

e | Toprovethat they will ſeek, al 
T | though I have done it already, yet 
a reade 
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reade theſe texts at'your leifure, 
Matt. 25. 11-chapi7. 22.*Link, 15." 
And ina word to give you the 
reaſon why they will ſeck-ro enter 
In. : 0927 : 2: dy 
© 1, Now they willſee whit a kingi| 1 v1 
domitis, what: glory there is'in it, 
and naw they ſhall alſo ſee'the bleſs 
ſeJneſſe which they ſhall have that 
ſhull then be counted worthy to enter ve; 
in ; the reaſon; why this kingdom 1s | 
To little regarded, &-isbecaniſe'it is ; 


not ſeen, the glory of it is hid from | ;- 
the eyes of the world - their eye (35th DE 
nor ſeen, nor their car heard, &c. I, ys 
but then they ſhall hear ang ſee too, PB; 
and when this:comes to paſſ?, then | Ui 
ever then he that naw moſt ſetdom ka 
thinks thereof, will {cok toemter in, | , 
2. They will now ſee whathe!lis, | 
and what damnuion inhellis, rame + 
clear then ever; They wil alſo ſee [f 
how the breath of the. Lord tike a | 
ſtream of brim tone doth kindle it : | © 
O rheiight of the burning fiery fur- | ” 


nace which is-prepared for the gevil 
and 
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ire 906 bis Angels,! this, this will make. 
24 work 17 the ſouls of caitawaysat that 
"3.1 day of Ged: almighty, and then they 
A will {eek ro enter zn. Cs 
3, Now they, will ſee what the 
- {-| meaning of ſuch words as thefe arc, 
| hel-fre, everlaſting fire, devouring 
-?| fire, fire that never {hall be quench- 
ed; now they will ſce whar for ever, 
means -.what eternity means * now 
they will ſee what this word means, 
the bottojpleſs pet. ; now they will hear 
roaring of.{inners in this place, howl- 
ing in that, ſome crying to the moun- 
tains to fall upon them, and others 
© | totherocks to cover them.z now they 
n | Will ſec bleſſedngſs is..n0 where. but, 
© | Varhin. [: \ Hoderel 03a dhe 
| -4. Nowthey will ſee what glory 
the godly. are poſſeſſed* with, how 
b | they reit in Abrahams boſom, how 
. | they enjoy etcrna} glory, how they 
walk jn_their white robes, and are 
| egual to the Angels.. O the favour, 
| and bleſſedneſs, and unſpeakable 


 happyneſs that now - Gods pcople 
ſhall 
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ſhall have, arid this ſhall be feen by|£ 
them that ate ſtiut out, by them that| WE4 
God hath rejected forever, and this the | 
will make them: ſeek to. enter in.| <0" 
Lith, T6. 22. 23. 13, 2B. 
Will ſeekfoemterin., = - 

©. But ſore may fay, bowwil chey| 46 
ſeth to enter in? > +1 6 Gal GO 
*eAnſw. They will put on all the the 
confidence they can, they will trick, | #9» 
and trim up their profeſſion, and a-'| 4 
dorn it with what bravery they can;,'| 15) 
Thu the foelifh wirgins ſought to enter. | 10! 
en, they did rrim up their lamps, made ful 
themſelves as fine as they could, they | 
made ſhift to make their lamps to | £4! 
ſhine a white, but' the ſon of God,” | rh 
diſccovering himſelf , their .'confi-” | M 
dence* failed, heir lamps went our, | of 
the door was ſhut upon them, and | it 
they were kept out. e arr, 25. T2, th 
3:4:52027»8$39,10, + * - "RSEIG D | the 
- They will ſeck to enter in, by T 
crouding - themſelves in among the' ( 
godly. Thus the man withone the wed-" | 
ding garment, ſought to enter inn, he |. 


£oes 
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by|gees to the wedding, gets into the 
hat! wedding-chamber, fits choſe among 
hig| the guelrs, and then, without doubt, 
in| concluded, he ſhould eſcape damna- 
tion * but you know,, one black ſheep. is 
foon ſeen, though it be among an hun- 
1: y| dred white ones, why-even thus it fair- 
"Jed with this poor man3 ſnd when 
he| the king came in to "w the gueſts, be 
k, | faw there a man that had not on a wed- 
2-'| ding-garment, He ſpied him preſents 
n.'| ly, and:before-one word was ſpoken 
2x. | to-any.of the other, he had this dread- 
le | ful ſalutation, friend how-cameſt rhou 
y [4 hithtr , not having on 4 weading- 
o | garment ? Gd he was ſpeechleſs, 
though he eould: fwagger it out a- 
- | mjonglt the gueſts, yet:the Malter, 
of - the Feaſt ., at firli coming in, 
j/ | ſtrikes him dumb , and having no- 
| | thing to ſay for himſelf, the King 
: | had ſomething to fay againſt him-< 
” | Then ſail tbe kyng. to the ſervants. 
( the Afgets )bund lim band and fort, 
and takg him aw«y, and <aft him ino 
_ enter darkneſs, there ſhall be weeping 


At 
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and gnaſhing of reeth ( Matt. 22. 21, 


12,13: ) 
3. They will ſcek to enter in by 
pleading their profeliion and admit- 


rance-to the Lords Ordinances, when 
they were:1m-the world, Lord we have 
eat wnd drunk in: thy preſence and: thou 
baſt tang ht-in our ſtreets, we ſatat thy 
table and uſed to frequent ſermons 
and Chriitian aſſemblies ; we were 
well thought .of by thy- ſaints, . and 
were admitted into thy- Churches, 


we-profefſed the ſame faith as they | 5 t 


did, Lord, Lord, open unto us. 


4- They will ſeck- to enter in, by | bu! 
pleading-cherr wirtues, hd they. ſub- | 
jected - to his: miniſtry; - haw they | 
wrought for: him, what. good they. | 
didinthe world; and the ike, Mart.. | 


7. 22,.but neither will this help thera; 


the ſame anſwer-thatthe two former 
had, the fame thave' rhefe ;- depart” | 


from me.ye marker» of iniquity: 


'F; They will ſeaky 0.enter in by; plea- | 
ding excuſes, where they-cannot-e- | 


vade conviction, The ſlothful ſervant 
| went 


haz 
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went this way to-work, when he was 
called to account for not improving 
his Lords mony. Lord, ſays he, Z 
knew thou waſt an hard man, reaping 
where thou haſt not ſowed, and gather - 
ing where thin haſt not ſtrewed, and 1 
wes # fraid, &c, ( either that 1 ſhould 
not pleaſe in laying out rhy mony, or 
that I ſhould put it into hands, out 
of which 1 ſhould not get it again at 
thy need ) and I went and: hid thy ta- 
lent in theearth, 10, there thin baſt that 
rs thine; "as if he had ſaid,*true Lord,I 
have not improved, I have not. got, 
but conſider alſo,l have not imbezled 


| I have not ſpent, nor loſt thy mony, 
| tothere thou haſt that u thine, eMatt. 
| 25. 24,25; 26, 27. There are but few 


will be-able to ſay theſe laſtiwords at 


| the day'of judgment; the moſt of pro. 
| feflorsarefor imbezzeling, miſpen= 


ding and flothing away their time, 
their talents, their apportunities' to 
dogood in; but,*Fay; ifhe that -can 
make ſo good mextuſeas'tofuy, lo, 


| there thog haſt what i thine. :' | fay if 


1 
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ſuch-an one ſhall be called @ wicked. 
and flothful ſervant, if. ſuch an one 

ſhall be pnt to. ſhame at the day .of 
judgment, . yca if ſuch an one, ſball, 
notwithſtanding this care to ſave. bis 
Lords mony, .be caſt as. awprofiteble. 
sntautter darkneſs, where ſhall. be weep- 


ing and gnaſhing of teeth, what will |. 


they do that have neither took care to 
lay out, nor care _tp;,.keep, what was 
committed to their tryſt.?. - 


\ 6,\Theywill :ſcok to.cnter, in by | 


. pleading,:;:that ;ignorance was the 
ground. - of their miſcarrying. in the | 


. things - wherein 'they , offended ; 


| wherefore when Chriſt charges. them | 


- With; want of. loye-to .him, and: 
- With;-want - of ;thoſe'. fruits that 


— — 


ſhonld prove their love. to, be, truc, | 
| AS, that:they did not feed him,.azd uo. 


goue-bim drink, -did not taks. bim 31, 


 diawnt cloth him, iſt him. came unto. 
bam, Andirbe like, : they readyly,.x&r | 


ply, :d-9rdymber fow we; the, ev duver. 


frote tro#thirfhyior 4 firnngero or 114: 
Ry ar ſick peren priſetricnd 412, 110f 


winsſter 
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winiſter-unto thee : Matt, 25, 41, 42. 
43.44. AS who ſhould ſay, Lord,we 
are not conſcious to our ſelves, that 
this charge is worthyly laid at our 
door. God forbid that we ſhould 
have been ſuch ſinners, but Lord, 
.givean inſtance ; when was it, or 
where ? true, there was a company 
.of poor ſorry people .in the world 
very inconliderable, fet by with n6 
body, but for thy ſelf we profeſſed 
thee, we loved thee, and hadſt thou 
been with us in the world, wouldeſt 


| thou have worn gold, wouldeſt thou 


have eaten the ſweeteſt of the world, 


' we would have provided-it for thee ; 


and therefore, Lord, Lordepen tor, | 
But will this plea do ? no, then ſhall 
he anſwer them, in:ſmuch as you did 


| it not to one of the leaſt of theſe my bre- 


1 


thren, ye did it not to me. This ples 
then though grounded upon igno- 


| rance, 'which-1s one of the ftrangett 
| pleas fornegle@of duty, would not 


ah dom. Theſe ſhall go —_ mntoeverlaſt- 


give them admittance into the ary. 


ing 
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- &ngpuniſhment, but the righteous into 
Life cternal. 

, I might add other things by which 
' twill appear how they will ſce to ex- 
. Fer IN; As, .- | 
1, They will make a {top at this 
. Bate, this beautiful gate of heaven, 
they will begiz to ſtand without at the 
| Fare, as being loath to go any fur- 

ther : never did malefactor ſo-un- 
willingly turn off the. ladder, when 
the rope was about his neck, .as theſe 
will turn away, in that day, from the 

Sates of heaven to hell, 

2, They will not only makea ſtop 
at the gate ; but there they will. knock, 
and cell, this alſo argueth them wil- 
ling to enter : they will begin to ſtand 
without and to knock, at the pate ſaying, 
Lord, Lord, zen to us. This, word, 
Lord, being doubled, ſhews the ve- 
hemency of their deſires .- Lord, 
Lord, oper. unto us. The devils - are 
coming ; Lord, Lord, the pit opens 
her mouth upon us : Lord, Lord 


—— ——— — —_ 


oe ————a—oo_ - ——— 
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j 


to- 


there is nothing but but hell and dam- | ww, 


nation 


nation left us, if -Lord,” Lord thou 
heit not mercy upon #s'; Lord, Lord 
open tows.” = | 

3. Their: laſt argument - for 'en- 
trance is their tears,when groundleſs 
confidence, pleading of vertues, cx - 
cuſes and ignorance, wilt not do ; 
whenitanding at the gate, knowing 
and- calling Lord Lord, oper to us; 
will hot do, then they betake them- 
ſeives to their tears - rears are ſome- 
times the molt- powerful arguments, 
but they are nothing worth here - 
Eſau alſo ſought it carefully, with 


tears; but it helped him nothing at + 


all, Heb. 12. 15. 't6. There ſhall be 
weeping, and gnaſhing of teeth, for the 
cate is ſhut for ever, mercy is gone 
for ever, Chriit hath rejected ther 


for” ever : all their pleas, excuſes, . 
and tears, will not make themable to” -- 


enter into this kingdom. | 
For many, I ſay unto you, will ſeek: 
ro enter 112 aud ſhall not be able. 
- I come now to the Jatter part of the” 
words which cloſely thews us the- 
D 3 reaſon 
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reaſon of tke:rejetion of theſe many | + 

that muſt be dawned, they will ſeek. thi 
to enter in, and ſhall uot be able. 

An hypocrite, a falſe profeſſor may 

go a great way, . they may paſs tho--| ;. 

row the firſt and ſecond watch, to - Fe 


wit, may be approved of Chriſtians - ys 
and Churches, but what will they do _. 


when they come at thus iron gate that Fy 
leageth into the city ? there the wor- l 
kers of iniquity will fall, be caſt. 
down , and ſhall. not be: able to-: tt 
riſe. 


And ſballneebi able; 

The time, as I have already hinted,.' : 
which my Text reſpectcth, itis the | - 
day of judgement, a day when all - 


masks and vizzards ſhall be taken off 
from all faces: It is aday wherein 
God will bring to lipht the hidden thing s- 
of darkyeſſe, and will make manifeſt- 
the counſels of the heart, 1 Cor. 4. 5+. | 
It is alſo the day of his wrath, the 

day in which he will pay vengeance, 
even A recompence to his adyerſa- | 
L1E8, | 


as ce aa, ys oo, www #5) 
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At this day thoſe things that now. 
theſe- many count” ſound* and' good, 
will then thake like a.quagmure,even 
all 'their. naked knowledge', their 
feigned faith, pretended love, glo- 
rious ſhews of gravity. in the face, 
their- holy-day words and 'ſpeciqus 
carriages.'will ſtand them in little 
ſtead: - call them holy day ones, for 
I perceive that ſome profeflors do 
with religion, uſt as people do with 
their beſt 'appartel, hang-it againlt 
the wall all the weck, and, put them 
oti on; Sundays: for as ſome ſcarce 
ever put on a Stite, but. when they go 
toaFairora Market, fo little houſe- 
religion will do with ſome; they - 


ſave religion till they goto.a Meet- 
DS or. till they meet with. a godly 


chapman : 'O poor religion !- O' poor 
profeſfor, what wilt thou do at this: 
day, attheday of thy trial] & judge- 
ment ? cover thy ſelf thou canſt not, 
$0 for a Chriſtian thou. canſt: not, 
ſtand againtt the Judge 'thou cans 
not.; What Wilt *thon do ?'The wun- - 
b: D 4 - geaty 
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godly ſhall not ftland in judgement, 
ner ſinners in the congregation of the 
righteous, % | 

And ſhatt not be able, 

The ability here intended, is not 


that which ſtandeth in carnal power 


or fleſhly ſabtilty, but in the truth 


and ſimplicity. of thoſe things, for | 
the ſake of which, God giveth the 


kingdom of heaven to his people. 
There are five things, for the want 
ef which, this people will not be able 
to enter, | | | 
Firit, this kingdom. belongs to the 
elefF, to thoſe for whom it was pre- 
pared from the foundation of the 
world, Matt. 25. hence Chriſt ſaith, 
when he comes, he will ſend forth his 
angels with a great ſinnd'of a. trumpet, 
ard they ſhall gather together his ele 
from the four winds, from one end. of 
heaven to another, Matt, 24. and hence 
he ſaith again, I will bring forth a ſeed 
out of Jacob, -azd out of Judah, an 
sheritor of my mountains,: and mine. 
cleft ſball inherit it, and myſervants 
h | EE: 
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ſhall dwell there ; they ſball deceive, if 
zt were poſſible, the wery cleft, but the 
elett hath obtained it, and the reft were 
blinded, Rom.11.7, WES + TN? 

Secondly, They will not be able 
to enter, becauſe they will want the 


' birth ragh; ;; the kingdom of- heaven 


is for tne heirs, and if children then 


day : tuſh ( ſay they) they talk"&f 

being born again, what good ſhall a 

man get-by that ? they ſay, no going 
D 
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to heaven without being born again, 
but God is merciful, Chriſt died for 
fingers, and we will turn when we 
can tend it, and doubt not but all will 
bewell at laſt. But 1 will anſwer 
Thee, thou childe of :£ſas, that the 
birth-right and bleſſing go together, 
miſsof one, and thou ſhalt never 
have the other ; E/a ſound this true, 


for having firſt deſpiſed the birth-. 


right, when he would afterwards 
have jnheritedthe bleſſinghe was re- 
zected, for he found no place of re- 
'Pentance though he ſought it careful- 


1y-with tears ; Gen, 25» Heb. 12. I4y | 


Thirdly, they ihall not be able'to 


enter in Who have not believed with | 


the -faith'of Gods operation, the faith 
that is moſt holy, even the. faith of 
. Gods elect: He thar belzeverh. on the 


Fax of God hath everlaſting life, he that | 


Selieveth not the ſon, * ſhall nor ſee life, 
$arthe wrath of God abideth on. him, 


Fob.-3. But now, this faith is the ef- | 
yy clecting love, and of a new | 


birth 
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birth, Foh. 1. 11,12, therefore all the 
profeflors. that: have. not that faith 
which flaweth. from being - born. of 
God, willſeck to-enter in and Thall 
not be able. 

Fourtbhly, they thall not beable to 
enter:in,. that have not Goſpel-haly- 
neſs ; holynefs. that is the «ffect of 
faith. is: that which admits into the: 
preſence of Gad; 4nd into his king- 
dom to00». Blefſed:ard boly are they that 
have part in the firſt reſurreftion, on. 
ſuch tbe ſecond death (-which is kell 
and eternal damnation Revel. 20.14.) 
hath ng.payer; Revsl: 20. 6. Bleſſed 


' andholy, with the holineſs that flows 


from faith, which is-in Chriſt, for to 
theſe the inheritance belongs. That 
they may receive forgiuents of ſins and 
Suberitance among > ou that are ſantti- 
fied by faitb( ſajd Chriſt.) which. 1-51 


* we. Atts,26. 18. this.holygeſs which 


is the natural effect of faith inthe ſon 
of God, Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, will 
at this day of judgment, dittinguiſh 


" fromall other ſhews.of holineſs, and 


ſanCtitic 
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ſanQitie be they what they will, and 
will admit the ſoul that hath this 'ho- 
+ lineſs into his kingdom, when the 


reſt will ſeek to cnet in,and ſhall noe | 


be able. 

Fifthly, They ſhall net be able to en- 
zer 51, that do not perſevere in this 
bleſſed faith and holineſs, not that 
they that have them indecd, can final- 
ty fall away/-and everlaſtingly. pe- 
riſh, but ithath pleaſed Jeſus Chritt 
to bid them that have the right, to 
hold fait that they have, to endure to 
the end, and then tells them they 
Mall be ſaved. : though tis as. true, 


thatnone is of power to keep him» 


felf; but God'worketh together with 


his children, 'and rhey are kept by the | 
power of God through faith unto ſalud- | 
ricny* which # alſo laid up in heaven for | 


Poem Per (1, 3,425 


" The foolsſbiſhall ior frond in rh rby f be, 


#hou b..reſt the workers of. iniquity. 
fooliſh'arethe unholy ones, that nei- 
ther have faithnor holineſs, nor per- 


Ryeroueodn godlineſs,'and yet lay 
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claim to the kingdom of heaven - but 
better #s a little with righteouſneſs, 
then great" revenues without* right * 
Pſal. 55. Pro. 16, 8. wharisit for me. 
toclaim a'houſe; or acfarm without 
right; or to ſay, all this is mine, but 
have nothing to ſhew for it - this is 
bur-like the revennes of the foolith - 
kis eſtate lieth in his conceit ; be barb! 
nothiag by birth-rigbr, and Lew, and 
therefore ſhall not be able to inherit 
the poſſeſſion: for many T ſay wnro you 
will ſeek, to enter in, and frail not be 
able. 

- Thus.you ſee, that: the #297 elect, 
ſhall not be able to enicx, thats 
that is not borfi agara, a1 n6t: be a- 
ble to enter, -thathe that hath -npt ſa- 
ving faith, with holineſs and: perſe- 
ver:nce flowing therefrom , hall not 
be ab'e to enter : wherfford. conſider 
of what{ haveſaſd,- 4 ONS) 

I come now'to grte you forne Ob» 
ſervations from the words, and ti:ey 
may be three. 

Firit, Whei-men have put in all the 
Clan 
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claim theycanfor heaven, (but few wall 
have it for ther inberitance ;; for many 
I ſay unto,you, willſeck.to enter-in, and 
hall rios be able; et 
Secondly, Greas therefore will be 


the diſappointment that many will meer | 


with at the day of judgement; for many 
will.ſcek\to enter 3n, and ſhall not-be 


ables. - ., | 
Thirdly, Going-to-beaven: therefore 
will be no trivial buſtneſſe;:i[aluation 


i not got by a dream, they-that would. 


then bave that kingdom muſt now ſtrwve 


lawfully to.enter - for many. T ſay unto.” 
youn6l ſexk, to enter-ing and [ball not + 


able.: + | 


& * 


I ſhall ſpeak chiefly,/and: yet bot 
briefly-ro the firlt of theſe Obſerva- - 


tions, to Wit, 6 

That when: men have put in-all-the 
claim they,-can- to the-kingdom of | hea 
ven, but few will bauet, far their 5» 


beritance:: The Qbſervation:ltandeth 


of two parts. -., 


Firſt, that the time is coming when - 


every nan.will put.in whatever __ 
ol they 


n— - - 
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they can to the kingdome. of Hea- 
Ven. 

Secondly, there will be bur few 
of them that put inclaim thereto that 
ſhall enjoy it for their inheritance. . 

I ſhall ſpeak but aword or twa to 
the firit part of the Obſervation, be- . 


cauſe I have prevented my enlarge- -- 


ment thereon by my explication up- . - 
on the' words ;. but you finde in the 
25. of £ Hatthew, that all they onthe 
lefrhand of the Judge, did put 1a all 
theclaim they could for this bleſſed 
kingdome of heaven : If you hall 


take them on the left hand, as moſt 


do, for all the. ſinners that ſhall be 
damned, then that compleatly pro- 
veth the firit part of the Obſervation, 
forit 1s expreſly ſaid, ther ſhall they, 
( all of them jointly, and every one 
apart Jalſo anſwer him ſaying, Lord, 
when ſaw: we thee thus and this, and 
ard not miniſter. unto thee, Aatt, 
25. 44. I could here bring you in the 
plea of the ſlothful ſervant, rhe cry of 
the toolith virgins; I could alſo here 
inlarge 
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intarge npon that paſſage Lord, Lord, 
have we not eat and drunk in thy pre- 
ſence,and thou baſt rauyht in our ſtreets, 
but theſe things are handled aiready, 


in the handling 'of which, this. firit | 


part of the Obſervation is proved .; 
wherefore without more words, [ 
will God -affilting by his grace, de- 
ſcend to the ſecond part thetv?,to wit. 
*''There wilt be bur few of them that 
pitt in clit thereto, char will #n5-y 44 
fr their inheritance, | Sd Er 
| ſhall fpeak di-inly torhis part 
of the Obſervation, and hall” firit 
confirm. it by'a Scfiprure'or two.” 
- 'Stratzhr is the Viie*ang rr! 
the way tht leadeth uno life, and few 
thereve thr: finde it; Man 7.135; T4. 
Fear nt litile fl;ck, it 33 your fatoers 
good ple.cſureto give youths kin gdomes 
Litk12,'34. By theſe rwo Texts, and 
by inany tnd&re that will Be wrged 
andn you may ſee the troth'of what 1 
have ſ2ii. To enlarge therefore upon 
T:<c truth ; and. 
Firit, more generally. - 
| Secondly, 
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Secondly, more pa: :icularly. 
Firit, more generally 1 ſhal] prove 
thatin all' ages, but few have been 


4 ſaved. 


Secondly, more particularly,l. ſhall 


; prove but few of them that xprofelle 


have been ſaved. hs 

* Firitz..in-the-,old world, when it' 
was molt populovs,, even in the days 
of Noah, we reade but of eight per- 
ſons that were ſaved out of it ; well 
therefore might. Peter call them but. 
few, but how few ? why bur cighe 
ſouls; wherein few, that is, eight ſouls 
were ſaved by water, 1 Pct, 3. 20. He 


| touchesa ſecond time upon this truth, 
| ſaying, he ſpared not the old world, but 
| ſaved Noah the eight perſon,  precct er: 


| of righteouſneſs, bringing in: the floud 


pon the world of the ungodly : mark 


| all the reſt are called.the-ungealy, and. 


— 


there were alſo a w:rld of them. 2 Pet 


| 2.5. Theſe ate alſo taken notice of 


in Fob, and go there alſo, by thename 
of. wicked men, Haſt thou marked the 


old way, which wicked men have tro- 


"0, 
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den, which were cut down out of nine, dear 
whoſe foundation was overfluwn with” a an 
floud, which ſaid unto God, depart from| © 
us, and what can the almighty do for| 9%" 
them ? Fob, 22.15.16, 17. 18. +. | wit 
There were therefore but eight| 
perſons that.eſcaped the wrattt of 
God, in the day'that the' floud/ came - 
upon the earth, the.reſt were: ungod- yo 
ly;there was alſo a world of them,and| * © 
they are to.this day in the priſon of | "<< 
hell. Heb. 6. 11. 6, 1 Pet: 3. 19. 20, | © 
Nay I maſt correct my : pen, there: pre 
were but ſeven of the eigtitthat were F 
good, for Ham though he ſcaped the | by 
Judgment of the water, yer the cutfe | E< 
of-God-overtook him to. his damnarti- | 
ON; L = 
Secondly, -when the world” began | Ft 
again to berepleniſhed,” and people | {} 
began-to multiply therein : how ſew | b 
evenin all ages do we reade of, that | *. 
were favedfroin the damnation of the | * 
world, -. | c 
17. One eAbraham' and his wife, | | 
od called out of the land of the Cat- | E 


deans, 


de SE os. i, 3. * W 


| 
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deans, (1 called (faid God.) Abraham -- 
alone Iſa. 51.1.2. 

2. One Lot out'of Sodom and 'Go-- 
morah, out of Adma and Zeboum one 
Let out of four cities ; indeed, his - 
wife and two daughters, went out of 
Sodom with him, but they all three - 
proved naught,. as you may fee In - 
the nineteenth of Geneſis ; wherefore 
Peter obſerves," that Loz only was fa- - 
ved : He turned the citys:of Sodom - 
and Gomorah into aſhes, condemning 
them. with - an' overthrow ", making 
them an example unto thoſe that often - 
ſhould live ungodly, and delivered juſt 
Lot ; that righteous man, reade 2 Pet. 
2.6.7. 8. 

Fude ſays, that in this condemna- 
tion, God over-threw, not only So- 
aom and Gomorah, but the cities about 
them alſo : and yet. you finde none - 
but Lox, could be found that was 
righteous either in Sodow or Come- 
zab, or the cities about them, where- - 
fore they, all of rhem, ſuffer the ven- 
Sance of eternal fire vers, 7. 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, come we now to the time|' 


of the 7#.{pes, how ſew then were the. 
godly,:even then when the inhabi- 
rants of the villages ceaſed, they cea 
fed in /ſrael, the high-ways (of God) 
were then unoccupied, Fadg. 5. 6. 7. 

Fourthly,there were but tew in the 
days of David; help. Lord ſays he, for 
the godly man ceaſeth, for the.:faithful 


fail from among. the' children. of. men: 


Pſal. 12.1. 
Fifchly, In 1/azz's time: the ſaved. 
were come to ſn1ch a few, that he po+ 


ſitively ſays; but-thet- there were. a+ 


very ſmall ..number left,-God: had: 
made them 1; ke.Sodem, and rhey had 
been like unto Gomorah, 1ſa,1, 8,9. 


Sixthly, It was cryed.-unto them - 


in_the. time: of--Feremiah, rtmat the 
ſhould run to andfro through the ſtreets, 
of-.Jeruſalem,. and ſee, and kaow, and 
ſeek :n-the .broad pl::ces thereof, if ye 
can finde a man, if theze be any that 
executeth judgment," that ſecketh the 
truth, and I will pardon it, Jer. 5.1. 
Seventhly, God ſhewed his fer- 


vant 


——————_—— —— —_—_ > —— 


nn 


SS 


Tue Strait Gate, 8g 


| vant Ezekiel how few there would he 


ſaved in his day, by the viſion of-a 
few hairs, ſaved out of the mideſt of a 
few hairs ; for the ſaved were a few 
ſaved out of a few.. £zck.5. 3,445. 
Eighthly, you finde in the-time of 


' the Prophet Micha how the godly 


complain, that.as to zzmber they then 
were, ſo few, that he compares them 


. | to thoſe that are. left behinde when 


they had gathered the. ſummer-fruit, 

Aic.7.t. | £11 
' Ninthly,- when- Chriſt was come, 
how &id he confirm this truth, that 
but few of them: that put in claim for 
heaven will have it for their inhert- 
tance, But the.common people.could 
not hear it, and therefore upon a tiine 
waen he did but a hitle hintat this 
truth, the people, evenallin the Sy- 
nagogurt where he. preached it, were 
filled with wrath, roſe. up, thruſt bim 
out of the City, and led him unto the 
brow of the hill ( whereon their city was 
built ) that they might caſt hum: down 
headlong Likes 4s 24325426927 528,29. 
Teatily, 
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. Tenthly, Fohn, who was after 
Chriſt, ſaith, that the -whole world 
lies in wickedneſs, that all the world 
wondred. after the beaſt, and that 
power wasgiven to the bea(t, over 


2ll:kigdreds, tongues and- nations; | 


power to do-what ? why to cauſe all, 
both great and ſmall, rich and poor, 


bond and free, to receive his mark, | 


and to be branded for him : Foh. 5. 
19::Revel. 13.3, 8,16. 


Eleventhly, ſhould we .come to | 


obſervation and experience, the ſhew 


of the countenance, of the bulk of | 


men, doth witneſs againſt them, zhey 
declare their ſinlikg Sodom, they hide 
it ot, Iſa.3.g. where is the man that 


maketh the almighty God his delight, | 


and that deſigneth his glory 'in the 
world; donoteven al moſt al], pur- 


ſue this world, their luſts and plea- | 
. fures? and ſo,” conſequently, ſay un- 
to God, depart from us, for we deſire, 
net tbe knowledg of thyways,' or what's | 


the: Almighty :that we ſhould ſerve 
him? it's in vain to ſerve God, &c. 


SO | 
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©. So that without donb:;, it- will ap- 
pcara truth in the day of God, that 
but few of them, . that ſhall put in their 
claim.to beaven, will have at for their 
tuberitance. 


. Beſorel1 paſs thishead, I will ſhew 


| ygu.to what the. ſaved. arc compared 


| 1n the Scriptures, 
; Firit, they axe compared to an 
| handful, zbere ſhall .be an'handful of 


* | corn.48.the earth wpon:the top of the 


| mountains, QC, Pſal.27, 16. this corn 
1s nothing elſe but them that ſhall be 
| ſaved, Marr. 3. 12.chap: 13. 30. 
:.But mark, there (hall be an hand- 
ful ; what's an handful when. compa- 
red with the whole heap, .or 'what's 
an.handfpl out. of .the..xeſt. of the 
\ warld?. ag | 

', Secondly, As they: are:compared 
-toanhandful, ſo they.are compared 
to 4 liflie among the thorns, Song, 2.2, 
which:is rare, and not ſo commonly 
ſeen; .ds.the lallie among thorns, ſaith 


# Ghrilky ſo,;a7y beloved among the 
eanghters, By thorns we underitand 


. the 
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the worſt and beſt of men, even all 
that are deitirure of the grace of God, 
for the beſt of them 3 a4 a bryer, ani 
the moſt upright of them as a thorn- 
bedge, FHMich. 7. 4. 2 Sam. 23.6, 
2,” 1 know that ihe may be called a 
 Hillie amongft thorns alſo, becauſe 
ſhe meets with the pricks of perſecu- 
tion, Ezck, 2.6.chap. 29. 24. 3. ſhe 
may alſo be thus termed, 'to ſhew the 
dtfparitie that'is.betwixt hypocrites 
andthe Church, Lak, 8 14 Heb. 8, 
But this is notall, the ſaved are com- 
pared'to a {illze among thornsto ſhew 
you, that they are but few inthe 
world; to ſhew you, that they-are 
few and rare; for as Chrift compares 
her to a- tiHie among thorns, fo ihe 
compares him to an apple-rree amony 
the tres of the wood, which'is rare, and 
ſcarce, not common.  ' - 
- - Thirdly, they that are fayed, are 
called but oe of many; Tor though 
there be threeſcore: queens, \and forr- 
feore contubines, and virgins without 
number.,' yet my love, ſaith Chriſt, « 


Bu | 
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| but one, my undeſiled is but one, Song. 


6. 8.9. according to that of Feremah, 
I will take you, one of a city. Jer, 3. 
That ſaying of Paul is much like this, 
brow you not, that they which run 1n 4 
race run all, but one recerveth the prize, 
1-Cor. 9.24. but one, that is, few of 
many, few of them that run, for he 

is not here, comparing them that run, 

with them that fit ſtill, but with them 

that run, ſom2 rin and loſe, ſome 

runand win; they that run and win, 
are few in compariſon of them that 
run andloſe : They that run 184 race 
rar all, but one receives the priſe :; let 
there then be threeſcore queens,' and 
fourſcore concubines, and virgins 
without number, yet the ſaved are bur 


ew. 

Fourthly, they that are the ſaved, 
are compared to the gleaning after the 
vintage 15 in ;, wo # me, ſaid the 
Church, for I am as. when they have 
gathered the ſummer fruit, as the grape 
gleanings after thagintage 35 in, Mich, 
7. 1,' The gleanings ! what's. the 
$5,197 gleanings 
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Sleanings to the whole crop ? and yet 
you here ſee, tothe pleanings arc the 


ſaved compared, 'tig the devil and fin | 
that carry away the cart-loads, while | 


Chriſt and his miniſters come after a 
Sleaning + But the gleaning of the 
grapes of Ephraim are better then 
thevintage of Abiezer, Fud, 8. Them 
that Chriſt and his miniffers glean up 
and Þinde up in the bundie of life, 
are better then the loads that £0 the 


other way :; you know it is often the | 


cry of the poor in harveit, poor plean- 
3ng, poor gleaning : And the rainiſters 


of the Goſpel, they alſo cry, Lord 


who hath- believed. our report ? and to 
whems the-armw of the Lord revealed ? 
Tfa. 53 x. - | 


When the prophet ſpeaks of the | 


ſaved-under this metaphor of glean- 
ing; howdothhe atnplify- the. mat- 


ret © Gleaming grapes ſhall-be left; ſays | 


he, ewe or three berries in the top. of the 
wppermoſtibough, four or five, 3. the 
outmoſt fruitful brapches thereef., ſauh 
the Lord, Iſa, 17. G. Thus you = 

R . wat 


| 
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what gleaning is left in the vineyard, 
, after the vintage is'in, two or three 
here, four or five there, Alas! they 
| that ſhall be ſaved, when the' devil 
and hell have had their due, they 
will be but as the gleaning, they will 
be but few, they that go to hell, go 
thither in cluſters, -but the ſaved! go 
not. ſo. to heaven, e Mate. 13. 39; 
eHich,7. wherefore when the pro- 
phet ſpeaketh of the ſaved, he ſaith, 
\ there # noclufier, but when he ſpea- 
keth. of the damned, he ſaith, they 
are gathered by cluſters, Revel. 14. 18; 
19. O finners, but few will be ſaved; 
O profeſſors, but few will'be ſaved! 
 Fifthly, they that ſhall be ſaved, 
. are compared to jewels; And they 
ſhall be mine, ſaith the Lord, un the 
day that I makg up my jewels; Malacht, 
| 3: 13. Jewels, you: ktow, are rare 
| things, things that are not found in 
evexy houſe; Jewels will lie in little 
rootn, being few and ſmall ; though 
lumber takes up much'; In almoſt e- 
| very houfe, you may find braſs,-and 

7 E 2 iron, 
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" iron, and lead; and it every place | 


you: may :finde. hypocritical profeſ- 
ſors, burthe.ſavedare-northele com - 
mon things : they are Gods peculiar 


treaſure, ' P/al. 35.4, wherefore Paul | 


diltinguifheth berwixt the -lumber, 
and the treaſure in the' houſe ; there 
&,; ſaithhe,' 31.4 great houſe, ar only 
veſſels of gald .and of ſelver,; but alſo of 
wood, and of earth, - and ſome to hi- 
wour, and [ume to) diſhonoer. 2. Tim. 
2.20. here isa'word for wooden and 
earthy profeflors,thejewels and trea- 
ſure.are. veſſels to honor, they of wood 
\ &earthere veſlels of diſhonour, that 
is, veſſels for deſtruction; Row. g: 21, 
-Sixtinly, they that ſhall, be ſaved 
" are- compared to a remnant ; except 
the Lord had left in us a very ſmall 
remnant ,we ſhould have been as Sodom, 


and: ſhould have been likg unto Gomor- | 
rah : 7ſa. 1. g. A remnant, a :\mall | 


remnant, a very ſmall remnant «- O 
how doth the holy Ghoit word it, 
and all to (hew you, how few ſhall 


be ſaved ; every one knows, what a | 
*, 2 {8Þ | rem | 


— 


| 
| 
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remnant is, but this: i3,a ſmall 'rem- 
nant, a very,{mall re-aant. S0 again, 
foag with gladueſs for.Jagob,-and ſhout 
anong the.sbief of the.,nat ions,” publiſh 
ye, rpravſe your and; ſay,..O: Lord, ſave 
thy peopley tg remnant of Iſtael -; Fer. 
3t. 7, What.:ſhall I fay, the ſaved 
are.often in Scripture-called, a rem- 
nanty. £4r.9.8.14. Iſa. 10,20:21 ,22. 
chapi.12.1x4t6. /er. 23.3. Joel 2,32, 
But what's a remnant, to the whole 
piece - what's a remnant of people'to 
the: whole kngdom, or what's a rem- 
nant of wheat to the whole harvelt, 
Eightly,. the ſaved .are compared 


 tothetithe, or tenth.part, wherefore 
. When; God fendeth the. prophet. -to 


make the hearts of the people fat, 
their cars dull, and to-ſhur theireyes: 
The prophet asketh, how long ! to 
which God anſwereth, . until the csties 
be waſted without inhabitant, and. the 
horſes without man, andithe»land . be 
utterly deſolate, and the Lorahave:re- 
maved man far away, and there be a 
great forſaking in the middeſt off the 
Ky land : 
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land: but yet, (as God ſaith in ano- 
ther place, 1 will not makg a full end,) 
51 it ſhall be a temth, ſo the holy ſeed 
fhall be the. ſubſtance thineof| ;_ Iſs. 
6. 10,1}; 12, 12: but whats a tenth - 


whats one inten? and yet ſo ſpeaks | 


the holy Ghoſt when he ſpeaks of the 
boly ſeed, of thofe that was to be re- 
ſerved from the . Judgment ; and ob- 
ſerve it,. the fatning,. and blinding 
Hf the reſt, it was to their everlaſting 
deſtruction, and: fo both Chriſt and 
Paul cxpounds it. often in the new 
Teſtament. Marr. 13. 14. 15. Mar. 
&. 12. Luk, 8.10, Fob. 12. 40. Als. 


28. 26; Row.:11.8, Sothat thoſe that | 
are reſerved-from them that” periſh, | 
will be very few, one inten. A centh | 


ſhall return, ſo the holy ſeed ſhall be the 
ſubſtance thereof, 

. . I ſhall not add more generals at 
this time, I pray God that the world 
be'not. offended at theſe : but with- 
-out doubt, bur few of them that ſhall 
pat in their claim for heaven will bave 
i for their inheritance ; Which will 


yet 


[ 
| 


[ 


| 


, 
[ 
| 
' 
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yet further appear in the reading of 
that which follows, 

Secondly, therefore I come more 
particularly to ſhew- you, tnat bur 


few will be ſaved, 1 ſay, but few of 


profeſſors themſelves rillve ſaved, for 
that 3s the truth that the text dot! 
more directly look at and defend, 
Give me therefore thy hand ({ good 
reader ) and let us ſobcrly wal 
through the rcit of what ſhall be ſai9, 
and. let us compare as we go eact! 
particular with the holy Scripture. 
Firſt, 'tis ſaid, Tre daughter 07 
ion « left a. 4 cottage in « vinyard, 
45 4 lodge ina garden of cucumbers, as « 
beſieged citie Iſa, 18, The vineyard 
was the Church of Iſrael, Iſa. 5. 1, 
the cottage in that vinyard, was the 
daughter of Zan, or the truly gra- 
ci9vs among{t or in that Church : a 
cottage: God had but a cottage there, 
but a little habitationin the Church, 
a very few that were truly gracious 
among!t that great muhitude that 
profeſſed; and had it not been for 


? "pv 
E..4 tacie, 
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theſe, ſor this cottage, the reit had 
been ruined as Sedom: Except the Lord 
«f hoſts had left in us,:n the Church, a 
very few,they þ.td been as Sodom - vg. 
wherefore amons the multitude of 


them that fhall be damned, profeflors | 


will make a conſiderable party, 
Secondly, fer though thy prople 
Iſrael, be as the ſand of the ſea, arem- 
nant ſhall retura, arennant ſhall be ſa- 
ved.,1/2,10.22, Ro.g.27.for though thy 
people 1ſracl+ whomthou brought'it 
out of Eyypr, to whom thou haſt gi- 
ven Church-con:titution, holy laws, 
holy ordinances, holy prophets, aid 
noly covenants : thy .people, by ſc- 
peration from all people,and thy peo- 
ple by profeſſion : though this ry peo- 


- -———E—— 


ple be as the ſand of the ſea, a remnant | 


ſhall be faved: wherefore among the 
multitude of them that ſhall be dam- 
ned, profeifors will make a conſide- 
rable party. + 
Thirdly,  Reprobate falver ſhall men 
call them becauſe the Lord hath rejeted 
#bem:; Fer, 6. 30, the people here ; 
cr 
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det conſideration, are called in verſe 
27. Goas people, his people by pro- 
fcſhon. [hve ſer thee for a tower and 4 
fortreſs among ny pe-ple, that thox 
mateſt know and try their way, what 
follows ? They are all gricuous revel. 
ters, wtking with ftanders, reprobate 
fuver, the Lird ba. hrejetted them.\ln 
chprer 7. ver. 29. they are called aſſo 
the generation of his wrath - fr the 
Lord hath rej(ted, and forſakes. the 
veneratzon of hs wrath, This there- 
fore I gathcr out of theſe holy. Scripe 
tures; that with refercnce to profeſit. 
on, - and Church-conititution, a peo» 
ple may be called the people of God, 
but with reference to the eventand fi- 
nal concluſion - that God will make 
with ſome of them, they may. be tru- 
ly the generation of his wrath. . 
Fourthly, -In the 5. of fa: .you 
read again of the vinyara of Goa, and 
that it was planted on a'very fruitful 
hill, planted withthe choiceſt vines, 
had a wall, a tower, a wine-preſs 
belonging to it"and: all things that 
E 


5 could _. 
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could put it into right order and good | 


government, as a Church, but this 


vinyard of the Lord of hoſts Erought ! 


forth wild grapes, fruits unbecom- 
ing her conititution and. government, 


wherefore the Lord takes from her ' 
his hedge and wall, and lets her be | 
troden down - reade'Chrijits expoſiti- | 


on upon it in e Hate. 2. and 33, NC, 
look to it profeſſors, theſe are the 
words of the text, for many,] ſay ung 


32, . will ſeckto enter in, and ſhall not | 


be able. 


' Fifthly, Son of man, ſaid God to | 
the Propber, the haufe of Iſrael 35.10 me 


become droſs, all they are braſs and.tin, 
«nd iron andicad, inthe mideſt of the 
Furnace, they are the aroſs of ſolver : 
&zeb, 22. 18, God had filver there, 


ſome ſilver, but it was but little, the. 


| 


bulk of that people was but the droſs 


of the Church, though they were the 


members of it;but what.doth he mean | 


by the droſs ?: why he looked upon 
them-as no  betserg, notwithitanging 


their Church-niemberſhip, then tae , 
| | rabble 
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rabble of the world, that is, with re- 
ſpect to their latter end, for to be 
called drofs, itis to be put among the 
reit of the finners of the world in the 
judgment of God, though at preſent 
they abide in his houſe : Theu pureſt 
away all the wicked of the earth like 
droſfs, therefore I love thy teftimonics, 
Pſal. 119. 119, | 
God ſaith of his ſaved ones,be harh 
choſen them in the furnace of afflittivn. 
The-refiner, when he putteth his itt- 
ver into his furnace, he puts lead in 
alſpamong it ; now this lead bemg 
ordered as he knows how, works up 
the.droſs from the ſilver, which droſs 
{ti!] as it rifeth, he putfeth by, of 
taketh away with an intrument ; and 
thus. deals God with his Church, 
there is (ilver in his Church, IT, and 
there is alſo droſs ; now the droſs are 
tne hypocrites, and graceleſs ones 
that erc got into the, Chytch, ' and 
theſe will God diſcover and efter-- 
wards put away as droſs, So that it 
will without doubr prove a truth of 
God. .; 
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God, that many of their profeſſors 
that ſhall put in claim for heaven, will 
not have it for their inheritance, 


Sixthly, It is ſaid of Chrilt, his | 


fan 1 in his hand, and he will through- 
ly purge bis floor, and will gather his 
wheat into bus garner, but will burn up 


the chaff with unquenchable fire, Mat. | 


"'W} ; Þ | 

. 1. The floor, is the Church of God. 
(0 my threſhing and the corn of my 
floor,) ſaid God by the prophet, 7/a, 
At. 10, to his people, 

2. The wheat are thoſe good one3 
in his Church that ſhall be undoubt- 
edly ſaved, therefore he ſaith, gather 
”7y wheat into my garner. | ; 

3. The chaff groweth upon the 
fame ſtalk, and ear, and ſois in the 
ſame vilible body with the wheat, 
but there is not ſubtance in it, where- 


fore in time, ' they mutt be ſevered | 


one from the other, the wheat muit 
be gathered into the garner, which 
ts heaven - and the half oe profeſſors, 
that want true grace , mult be _ 
rc 


_ 


g 
ll 


s 


*.. 


| 
| 
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redinto hell, that they may be barned 


up with unquenchable fire : thereſorg 
I. 


| Jet profeflors look to it. 


Seventhly, Carilt Jeſus cats away 
two of the three grounds that are ſaid 
to receive fie word, {:k.8. The ſtony 


grouxd, received it with j:y, and the 


thorny ground brought forth friuit almoſs 
to perfection : indeed the high-way 

round was to ſhew us that the care 
nal, while ſuch, receive not the word 
atal], buthere is the pinch, rwo of 
the three that reccived it, fell ſhort of 
the kingdom of heaven; for but ore 
of the three-received it, ſoas to bring 
forth fruit to perfection ; look to: it 
profeſſors, * 

Eighthly, The parable of thewnpro- 
fitable ſervant, the parable of the man 
without a wedding garment, and the 
parable of rhe unſuvpry ſalt, do each 
of them ju/tifte this for truth err, 
2524475. Ch4p. 22, T1, 12,13.Chap. 5, 
13. that of the nnprofitable ſervaut, s 
to ſhew us, the ilotn and 1ilenefſs of 
ſome proieflo:s ; that of rhe man with. 
0ub 
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ont. wedding-garment, is to ſhew us, 


how ſome proteſlors have the ſhame 
of their wickedneſs ſeen by -God, e- 
ven when they are among. the chil- 
dren of the bridgroome ; and that pa- 
rable of the nnſavory ſalt, is to.ſhew, 
that as the ſalt that hath lot its ſa- 


vor is fit for nothing, no, not for the. 


dunghill, but to be troden under the 
foot of men; So ſome profefſOrs (yca 
and great ones too, for this parable 


— 


CARL 


— 


rcached ore of the Apoltles-) will in 


Gods day be counted fit for nothing 


but to be troden down as the mire in _. 


the ſtreets : oh the ſlothful, the naked ! 
and unſavory. proteſſurs, how. wiil 


they be rejected of God. and, his 


Chrit, inthe judgment. ; look to it . 


profellors. 


Ninthly, The parable-of the care: - 


alſo;giveth countenance to this truth: 
for though it be ſaid, the. field 25 the 
worl2, yetitis ſaid, the tares were 
ſowheveninthe Church ; And while 
men ſlept, the enemy come and ſowed 


ftares among the wheat, and went hs 


Way by 


Js, 
ne 
ee 


l-. 
a 


F 
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way: Matt. 15, 24325. 
Obj. But ſome may object, the. 
tares might be ſowed in the world 


| among.the wheat, though not in the 


' Churches, 
'r | 


Anſwer ; Put Chriſt by expound- 
ing this parable tells us, the tares 
were ſown in his kingdom( the taxes, 
that is, the children of the devil, ver. 
30..39. eAs therefore the tares are ga- 
thered and burned in the fire, ſo ſhall it 
be in the ena of thu world, The ſon of 
man ſhall ſcnd forth hu  angel;, and 
they ſhall gather out of bu kingdom, all 
things that offend, axd them that do ini- 
quitie, and ſhall caſt them into a fur- 
race of fire, there ſhall be wailing and 
gnaſhing af teeth, ver, 4.0. 4.1. 42. 43. 
look to 1t profeffors. 

Tenthly, the parable of the ten vir-. 
£ins alſo, ſuiteth-our purpoſe ; them 
ten are called the k:ngdom of beaven, 
eMait.25.1.thatis, the Church of | 
Chrj.:, the viſible rightly-conftituted 
Churchof Chri:t, tor 4. ey went all 
out of the world, hacdall lamps _ 

| a 
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all. went forth: to meet the 'bridei| bad 
groom, yet behold what an over-| doU 
throw the one half of them met with| the 
at the gate of heaven, they were ſhut Jud 
out, bid to depart, and Chrit rold' fell 
them he did not kn: w them, wer, | 
70 11, tremble profcſſors, pray pro- | ff! 
feſſors. | foal 
 _ Eleventhly, the parable of the net | 414 
that was caſt into the ſea; Mar, | vn 
13.41. 42. that alſo countenanceth | {#1 
this truth - the ſub'tance of that para- | 
ble is io ſhew, .that ſouls may be va- | led 
thered by the Goſpel], there compa. 
red toanet, may be kept in that net, | 4 
drown to ſhore, to the worlds: end | 14» 
by that net; an4 yet may then prove | Þ70 
bad fiſhes,” and be ca't away <rhe-pas | ha! 
rable uns thus, The k:ngdome of hea- be. 
ven ( the Goſpel ) is like unt: 4 nct, ha! 
which was caſt into the ſca\( the world) |, tin 
and gathered of every kd ( good and 
bad ) which whe it was {ull; they dveiy ba 
zt to ſbore (to che end of the* work ) Ui 
and ſat down ( in juilgment) and ga- ho 
thered the good into veſſels, and caſt the 
b.d 
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dei] bad away : ſome bad fiſhes , nay. I 
'cr-| doubt a great many will be ſound in 
ith] the net of the Goſpel, at the day. of 
ut Judgment; watch and be ſober, pro- 
JId | feſlors. ; 
zr,  Twelfthly, and- many ſhall come 
o- | from the eaſt, and from the weſt, and 
hall fit d.wa with Abraham,and Iſaac, 
2e | and Jacob, in the kingdome of bea- 
r, | ven, and the chilaren of the kingdom 
h | ſozll be caſt cut, Matt. 8. 12, The 
- | children of the kingdom whoſe privi- 
= | Tedges were ſaid to be theſe, ro whom 
< | pertained the Adoption, and the glory, 
4 and the covenants, and the giving of the 
i | {aw, and the ſervice of God, and the 
> | promiſe : Rom. g.4. I take liberty to 
, | harpthe more upon the firſt Church, 
' becauſe that that happened to them, 
hapned as tipes and examples,intima- 
| ting there 1s ground to think, that 
| things of as dreadful a nature are to 
bappen among theChorch of the gen- 
tiles, 1 Cor. 10. 11.12, neither indeed 
have the gentile-Churches ſecurity 
from God, that there ſhall not as 
creaalul 
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dreadful things happen to: them. And at 54 
concerning tais very thing ſuicient &+ 
caution 1s I1ven to u5 alſo, T1 Cor,| Wer 
6. 0. 1S: Gul. 6. 19. 20; 21. Ephes,| ledg 
$: 3-4» 5- 6. Phil. 3, 10. 19. 2. Theſ,\ , 3 


-K wig 12, 2 Tow. 2. 20; 21.2 Heb. bre! 
6.4" 5-6. 7. B. chap, 10; . 26; 27. 28, doe 
2 Pet. 2,cn4Þ: 3, 1 799.5, 10. Kevel,| " 
2.20. 21.22, no\ 


- Thirteenthly, the parable: of the C 
trre vine and its brancies, confirm fey 
what T have ſaid, Fob. 15.1.2, 3. 4.5, | © 
By the vine there , I under: tand| os þ 
Chrit ,, Chrit as head; by the! # 
branches 1 underitand nis Church, fps 
fome of theſe branches proved fruit | 
leſs cat-aways., -were in time: calt| 

out of the Church, were garnered, mn 


by men and burned. . ” 
Fourteenthly, and Lally," will ” 
come to particular intances. - 
The twelve had a devil among | | al 
chem, Tob:6. 70. -. Fl 
Ananias and Saphira were in| ® 

Fe Church of Feruſalem, Aﬀs.5. \P 


3 Simon Harm was among them 
at. 
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\ng| at Samaria, Aits,8. 
ent] 4- Among the Church of Corinth 
2,x,| were them that had not the know- 
1es, | ledg of God 1 Cor 15, 
22{,| 5+ Faul tells the Galatians, falſe 
4 | brethren crept in unawates, and ſo 
28, | does the Apoſtle Fude, and yet they. 
1e/.| Were as quick-fſighted to ſee as any 
| now adays,Gala. 2, Fude. 3.4: 
he 6. The Church in Sards bad but a. 
'm | few namesin her to whom the king- 
5, | domof heaven belonged, Thou haſt 
id | afew names even in Sardis which have 
he | 20t defiled their' garments, and. they 
h, | ſhall walk with m.e in whue, for they 
t>| are worthy, | 
t| #7- Asfor the Church of the Laod;- 
d| ceans,. it is called a wretched,. and 
| miſerable, and poor, and-blind, and 
| naked, Rev, 3. Sothat putall things 
together, and | may boldly ſay as I 
5 | alſo have ſaid already, That among 
| the multitude of them that ſhall be dam- 
1 | ned,profeſſors will make a conſiderable. 
| party; orto ſpeak in the words of 
; the obſervation, when men have put 
: 172 
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gn all the claim they can for heaven, bw all m) 
few will have it for their inheritance. | reprao 
I will now ſhew you ſome reaſons| wtie: 

of the point, beſides thoſe five. that [| eh #5 
ſhewcd you before. _ © © like © 
But ficit, I will ſhew you-why the| ang 
poor carnall ignorant world miſs of| call 
keaven, and then. why the knowing | they / 
profeiſors miſs of it atſo. oo | WT, 
_ » Firſt, 'the poor carnal ignorant, © Sc 
worid miſs of heaven, even becauſe miſs 
they love their fins, 'aad cannot - part this 
with them ; men love darkyeſs rather | that 
then light becauſe their deeds be.evil, | dars 
Foh. 3. the popr ignoxant, world miſs | nor 
of heaven, becauſe they are enemies | do. 
in their mindst9 God, .his word and | Chi 
holyneſs +. They all muſt. be,damned | yo 
who take pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs + 3 
2 Theſ. 2.10, 11, 12,-TRe; poor ig- | til 
norant world,mifs of heayen becaule | anc 
tacy jtoptheirears againit, convictt- | the 
03, and retuſe to comc when God | iS C 
cals, becauſe / have galled and ye re f tr | ve! 
fed, Ihave ftretgh:d out my band, and | wi 
na man regarded, but have ſet at 10g ;f ' to 

Als | 


ot 
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all my counſels, and would none of my 
reproofs; 1 alſo will laugh at your cala- 
mities, and mock when your fear com- 
cth as cſolition, arid! your deſtrittion 
like a whirlwinde, when arfireſs and 
angaiſh comerh upon you ; then ſhall yon 


ff} cal «upor me. but -1 will not anſwer, 
8 | they ſhall ſeek me early but ſhall not finde 
| me, Pro. 1.24.25 26.27.20. 
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Secondly, the poor ignorant wotld 
miſs of heaven becauſe the God of 


| this world hath blinded their eyes, 
' that they can neither ſee the evil, and 


damnable ſtate they are itiat preſent,. 
nor the way to get out of it, neither 
do they ſce the: beauty of -Jefus 
Chriit, nor how willing heis to ſave 
poor ſinners 2:Cor, 4.2.3. | 
Thirdly, the poor ignorant world 
miſs of heaven, becauſe they putt off 
and- defer -coming to Chriſt, until 
the time of Gods patience: and grace 
is over : ſome indeed are reſolved ne- 
ver tocome, but ſome again ſay, we 
will come hereafter, and ſo it comes 
to paſs, that becauſe God" called _ 
| tney 
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they did not hear, ſo they ſhall cry and 
1 will not hear ,, ſaith the Lord, Zech, 
7.1L. 12.3, | | | 
Fourthly, the poor ignorant world 
miſs of heaven, becauſe they have 


falſe appretenſions of Gods mercy, ! 


they ſay in their hearts, we ſhall have 


peace, though we walk in the imagina- | 


tion of our heart, to add drunkenneſs ta. 


thirſt : but what ſaith the- word, the 
Lord will not ſpare him,but then the an- 


ger of the Lord and hu jealouſte ſhall | 


ſmoak againſt that man ,and all the cny- 
ſes that are written in this book ſhall be 
upon:him,and God ſhall blot out bis name 
from under heaven. Dent.,29,19,20,21, 

Fifthly, the-poor ignorant world 
miſs of heaven, becauſe they make 
light of the Goſpel that offereth mer- 
cy to them freely, an1-becauſe they 


lean upon their. own good meaningy | 
and thinkings and doings, Afatr. 22; | 


Ty 2, 3,4) 5. Row. 9. 30, 3I. 
Sixthly, The poor carnal world 
miſs of heaven, becauſe by unbelief, 


for 


— _ —— 


which reigns in them, they are' kept 


"» 


— = 


| falls ſhort of heaven. 7 


| The ſaved have convictions in order 
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for ever from ' being cloathed with 
Chri:ts righteouſneſs, and from wa- 
ſhing in-his blood, without which 
there is neither. remiſſion 'of ſin, nor 
juitification, 

3ut to paſs theſe till anon, 

Icomein the next place to ſhew 
you ſome 1caſohs why the profeſſor 

Firt, Inthe ceneral, they reſt in 
tings below ſpecial grace, as in a- 


| wakenings that are not ſpecial, in 
' repentance that is not ſpectal, in faith 


that is not ſpecial, cc, anda little to 
run the parallel berwixtthe one and 
tne-other, that if God will, you may 


| ſeeand eſcape, 


r. Have they that ſhall be ſaved a- 


| wakenings about their ſiare by na- 


ture, ſo have they that ſhall be dam- 
ned :. they that never go to: heaven 


| may ſee-much of {tn and of- the wrath 


of God due thereto: this had Carr, 
and Fudas, and yet they. came ſhort 
of the kingdom, Gen. 4.. A7att. 27. 4. 


rQ 
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ro their eternal life, but the others 
convictions are not ſo: the convicti, 
ons of the one doth drive them fincer- 
tf to Chriſt, the convictions of the 
other doth drive them to the law, and 
the law to deſperation at Ja't, 

\ 2, . There are alſo convictions that 


ſhew a man' his neceſſity of Chriit, 


but wanting grace to lay hold ef. 
fotuilly on-Chrift, they joyn the 
law alſo with the Savior , and ſo pe- 
rith, or through deſpair of obtaining 
the power of grace, they reſt in the | 
notions and —— of grace, and | 
fo periih. 

53. There is a repentance chat will 
not ſave, a repentance to be re pented | 
of, and a repentance to ſalvation, not | 
to be repented of,. 2 (Fr, 7. 10. yet | 
fo great a ſimilitude, and likeneſs 
there is betwixt the-one and. the | 
other, that moit times the wrong. is | 
taken for theright, and through this 
mikake profeſſors periſh, 


As 1. In ſaving-repentance there 


willbe an acknowledgement of fin ; ; 
an 
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and one that hath the other repen- 
tance may acknowleds his ſins alfo, 


' Matt, 27. 4. 
© 2, In ſaving repentance there is a 


” crying out under fin, but one that 
hath the other repentance may cry 
| out under fin alſo, Ger, 4. 13. 


| 3. Inſaving repentance there will 
| be humiliation for ſin, and one that 
hath the other repentance may hum - 
ble himſelf alſo, 1 King. 21. 29. 
| 4. Saving repentance is attended 
| with ſelf-loathing, but he that hat, 
the other repentance may have loath. 
ing of ſm too, 2 Per.2, 22,4 loathing 
of ſin, becayſe it is lin, that he Cannot 
have, but a loathing of ſin becauſe it 
is offenſive to him, t1at he may have : 
the dog doth not loath that which 
troubleth his ſtomach becauſe it is 
ticre, but becauſe it troubleti him; 
when it has done troubling of him, he 
can turn to it again, and lick it up as 
before it troubled him, 
. 5.Saving repentance 1s atcnded wit! 
prayers and tears, but he that hath 
none 
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none but the other repentance, ray 
have prayers and tears alſo. Gez. 27, 
34, 35- Heb, 12.14,15,16. 

. 6. in ſaving repentance there 1s 
fear and reverence 67 the word, and 
Miniiters, that bring it ; but this may 


be alſo where there is none but the | 
repentance that is not ſaving : fer He- 


rod feared John, knowing that he was 
a juſt man, and holy, and obſerved tm 
when he beard him, he did many things, 
and heard him gladly; e Mark, 6.20. 


7.Saving repentance makes a mans - 


heart very tender of doing any thing 


againſt the word of God : But Ba/a- 


am could ſay, If Balak wud g.ve me 
bis beuſe full of ſalver and gold, 1 c.nnot 
go beyond the word of the Lord,: Numb, 


24. 13. Behold, then how. far a man 
may £0 in repentance, and jet be. 


ſhort of that which is called repcx rance 
. u2to ſalvation not to be yepented of. 


' 1, He may be awakened, 2. he may | 


acknowledge his ſin. g. he may cry 
out under the burden of lin. 4. he 
may have humility for it, 5. he may 


loath / 
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loath it. 6, may have prayers and 
rcars againlt it, 7. may delight to do 
many things of God, 8. may be a- 
fraid of ſinning againſt him, and after 
all this may periſh for want of ſaving 
repentance. 

Secondly, Have they that ſhall be 


| faved, faith; why they that ſhall not 


be ſaved, mayhave faith alſo, Yea a 
faith in many things, ſo ke the faith 
taat ſaverh, that they can bardly be 
diſtinguiſhed ( though they differ, 


; bothinrootand branch :) to come to 


particulars. 

1, Saving faith hati Chriſt for its 
object, aud ſo may the faith have that 
1s not ſaving ; thoſe very Fews, of 
whom it is ſaid, they believed on 
Chriſt ; Chriſt teJls them, and that 
after their believing : you are of your 
father the devil, and the luſts of your 
father ye will do,Fo.8.ifrom v.30.tovg4 

2. Saving faith is wrought: by the 
word of Gcd, and fo may the faith 
be, that is not ſaving, Zak, 3.13. 

3. Saving faith looks for juſtificati- 
© I on 
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on without works, and ſo may a faitl | 


do that is not ſaving, Fam.2. 18. 

4. Saving faith will ſanctine and 
purify the heart and the faith that is 
not ſaving may work a marr off from 


the pollutions of the world, as it did | 


Fudas and ' Demas,: and others, fee 
2 Fes. 2, 

5. Saving faich will'give a man 
tatts of the world to come, ana alſo 
joy by them taſts, and ſo will the 
faith do that isnot ſavins, Heb.6.4.5. 
Luk, 8.13. 

.6. Saving faith will help a man, if 
called thereto, to give his body to be 
burned for his relipion, and fo will 
the faith do to rhat is not ſaving, Cer. 
F3,5-2.3:4. 

7. Saving faith will helpa man to 
look for an inheritance in the worlu 
ro come, and that may the faith do 


that is not ſaving - all thoſe virgins | 


took their lamps , and went forth to mect 
the brideproom, Matt, 25. 1. 

8, Saving faith will not only make 
a man look for, but prepare to __ 
tne 
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the bridegroom, and lo may the faith 
do that is .not ſaving ; then ll theſe 
viroins aroſe and trummed their lamps, 
Matt. 25.7. 

9. Saving faith will make a man - 
look for an 1ntereit in the kingdora of 
heaven with confidence, aad the faith 
that is not ſaving wiil even demand 
cntrance of the Lord : Lerd, Lord, 8- 
pen untows:; Matt. 25.71. 

10. Saving faith will have good 
works follow it inte heaven, and the 
faith that 1s not ſaving, may have 
great Works follow it, as far as to hea- 
ven.gates, Lord, bave we not propheſi- 
edin thy nnme, and in thy name caſt 
out dewils, aud inthy name done many 
w:1n/irons works, Matt, 7- 22. 

Now then, if the faith that 1s not 
ſaving, may have Caritt for its ob- 
ject, he wroughc by the word, look 
for juitification witnour works, work; 
men off from the pollutions of the 
world, and give men taits of, and joy 
inthe t1ings of another world; I ſay, 
agatn, 1f 1, will help a man to burn 
F 3 for 
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for his Judgment, and to 190k for an 


inheritance in another world, yet if 
it will help a man to to prepare for it, 
clatm intercſtin it, andif it can car- 


ry great works, many great and glori- | 
ous works as far as heaven gates, 


then no marvel if abundance of peo- 
ple take this faith for the ſaving faith, 
and ſo fall ſhort of heaven thercby. 
Alas friends ! there are but few that 
can produce fuch for repentance, and 
ſuch faith,as yet you ſee, I have pro- 


yed even reprobates have had in ſe- + 


. veral ages of the Church, But, 


Thirdly, they that go to heaven | 


are a praying people, but a man 
may pray that fhall not be ſaved; 
vray ! he may pray, pray dayly, yea, 
he may ask of God the ordinances of 
Juſtice, and may take delight in ap- 
proaching to God, nay further, ſuch 


ſouls may as it were cover the altar | 


of the Lord with tears, with weep - 
Ing, and crying out, 1/a 28. 2, Mala. 
$313. 

Fourthly, do Gods people keep 
holy= 
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holy-faſts, they that are not his peo- 
ple may keep falts alſo, may keep 
taits often, even twicea week, The 
phariſce ſtood, and prayed thus with 
himſelf, God 1 thank thee, that 1 ans 
not as other men are, extortioners, un- 
juſt, adulterers, or even as this publi- 
can : I faſt twice a week, I give tithes 
of all that T poſſeſs. Luk, 16.11, 12. 
| might enlarge upon things, but I 
intend but a little book : I do not 
queſtion but many Balaamites will 
appear before the Judgment-ſeat to 
condemnation : men that have had 
viſions of God, and that knew the 
knowledge ofthe molt high,men thas 
have had the ſpirit of God come upon 
them,and that have by that been made 
other men, yet theſe ſhall go to the 
generations of their fathers,they ſhalt 
never ſce light : Namb. 24. 2. 4. 16. 
I Sar, 10.6. 10. Pſal, 49. 19. 

I reade of ſorae men, whoſe ex- 
cclleacy 1n religion mounts wp. to the 
heavens, and their head reaches wto 
tbe clouds, who yet ſhall periſh for eve 

F 4 


like 
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like their own dung, aud he, that in ths | 


werld bath ſeen tem, ſhall ſay, at the 
Judgment, where are they ? Fob, 20, 
5.6.7. There will many an one that 
wcre gailant profeſlors in this world, 
be wanting among the ſaved in the 
day of Chriits coming - yea rmany 
whoſe damnation was never dream't 
of - which of the twelve ever thought 
tnat Fudas would have proved a de- 
vil ? nay, when Chriſt ſuggeſted that 
one among them were naught, they 
each were more afraid of themſelves 
then of kim : © Iatt. 26.21. 22. 27. 
who queſtioned the ſalvation of the 
fooliſh virgins, the wiſe ones did not, 
they gave them the priviledge of 
communion with themſelves : att. 
25. Thediſcerning of the heart ; and 
the infallible proof of the truth of ſa- 
ving-grace, is reſcrved to the Judg- 
ment of Jeſus Chriit at his coming ; 
the Church and beſt of ſaints, fome- 
times hit, and ſometimes miſs in their 
judgments about this matter ; and the 
cauſe of our milling in our judgment, 
IS; 


—  — 


_ - 


The Strait Gate. 2g; 


Tp Es , WL 
3 | 1s; 1,partly becauſe we cannot infa}= 


the 
'O, 
at 


b 
IC 


y 
t 


libly, at all times, diſtinguiſh grace 
that ſaveth, from that which doth but 
appear todo ſo, 2. partly alſo be- 
cauſe ſome men have the art to give 
rizht names to wrong things. 3. and 
partly becauſe we being commanded 
to reccive him that is weak, are afraid 
toexciude the leait Chriittan, by a 
hid means; hypocrites creep into the 
Caurches, but what ſaith the Scrip= 
ture? the Lord ſearch the heart, T 
try. the reins ; eAnd again, all the 
Churches fhall know that 1 am he that 
fearcies the rems and hearts, and T 
will give ro every one of you, atcotding 


to your works 7 Jer.11.20, chap. 17.10, -. 
Revel,.2, 23. To this fearcher of * 


hearts, 1s the time of infallible dif- 


ccrning reſerved, and then you ſhall : 


ſce.how far grace that 1s not ſaving, 


hath.gone; and alſo how few will be.. 


ſaved. indeed. The, Lord awaken 
poor ſinners by my little book. 


I come now to.make. ſome brief 


Uſe.and Application of the whole :: 
Ty and 


d] 
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and my firſt word ſhall be to the open 
profane : poor ſinner, thou readeſt 
here, that but a few will be ſaved, 
that many that expect heaven, will 


£0 without heaven ; what ſaiſt thou | 
to this, poor ſinner? Let me ſay it 0- ' 


ver again: There are but few . to be 
ſaved, but very few, let me add, 
but few profeſſors ; but few eminent 
profeſſors ; what ſaiſt thou now {in- 
ner? If Fudgment begins at the houſe 


.of God, what will the end of them be | 
that obey not the Goſpel of God ? 


*. This ts Perers queltion, canſt thou 
anſwer it , ſinner ? yea, I ſay a- 
gain, if judgement mult begin at 
them, will it not make thee think, 
What ſhall become of me? andI1 add, 
when thou ſhalt ſee the ſtars of hea- 
wen to ſtumble down to hell, can{t 
Thou think that ſuch a muck-heap of 
Zin as thou art, ſhalt be lifted up to 
heaven ? Peter asks thee another 
Queſtion, to witt, IF the righreous 
fearoch be ſaved; where ſhall the un- 
£*4ly,aud ſinners appear ? 1 Pet,14.18, 
T9. 
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19. canit thou anſwer this queſtion 
finner ? ſtand among the righteous 
thou maielt not ; ( the ungodly ſhall not 
ftand is the judgment, nor ſinners 14 
the congregation of the righteous * Pſal, 
1,5. ) rand among the wicked thou 
then wilt not dare to do; where wilt 
thou appear ſinner? to itand among 
the hypocrits will avail thee nothing : 
the hipocrite ſhall not come before him, 
that is, with acceptance, but ſhall pe- 
rith,: F<b. 13. 16, Becauſe it concerns 
thee much, let me over with it again : 
when thou ſha't ſee leſle ſinners then 
thou art bound up by angels in bun- 
dles to burn them, where wilt thou 
appear {inner ? Thou mailt wiſh thy 
ſelf another man, -but that. will not 
help thee ſinner ; thou maiſt. with, 
would I had been converted tt time. 
but that will not help thee neither ; 
and if like the wife of Fereboam,,. tho 
ſhonuldeft f ain thy ſelf tobe another wo- 
”an, the prophet, the Lord. Jeſus 
would ſoon finde thee out ; what wilt 
thou do poar .ſinner : heavy tidings, 


heavy 


w 
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keavy tidings will attend thee,except 
thou repent, poor ſinner! 1 K2g. 14. 


2,536. Luk, 13. 3,5, O the dreadful | 
fate of a poor (inner, of an open pro- | 
fane ſinner : every body that hath but 
common-ſenſe-knows that this man is 


in the broad way to death, yet he 
laughs at his own damnation. 
Shall I come to particulars with thee? 
1, Poor uncleay ſinner, the harlots 
houſe is rhe way(fo-ell, going down to 
the chamkergpfreath : Pro, 2.18. Chap, 
$5» chap. 7.2.7 
2, Poor ſwearing ,andl theiviſh ſinner, 
God hath prepared the curſe, that 
every oxe that ftealeth ſhall be cut off, as 
v2 tas ſide, according to it, and every 
une that-ſwrareth,ſhall be cut off on that 
fide, atcording tout. Lecb 5.3. 
3. Po:r-drunken ſinner, what ſhall 
1 ſay tothee - Wo to the drunkgras of 
Ephreim ;-wo them that are mighty to 
elriuk wine, and men of ſtrong drink, ; 
phey ſtall nor inherit the kingdom of 
Heaven. Jſa, 28, chap.5. 11,12. 1 Cor. 
G. 9,10, 
4» Poor 
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4. Poor coverons worldly man,Gods 


. | word fates, that c/e coverons the 1,ord 
| abhorreth that the covetous man u an 
| tdolater, and that the covetous [hall not. 


inherit the kingdom of Gol, Pſal.10.3. 

Epheſ.5.5.Fob.2, 15.1 Cor,6.9, 10. - 
5+ And thou lyar;. what wilt thou 

do ? eAll lyars ſball have their part in . 


the like that burneth with fire and brim- 
ſtome : Revel. 21.8, 27. 


I ſhall not inlarge, poor iinner, ict 
no man. deceive thee,. for becauſe of 
theſe. things cometh the . wrath of 
od upon the children of diſobedience: 

pheſ.5. 6. I will therefore give thee 
a ſhort call and ſoleave thee... 

Sinner awake,yea, I ſay, unto thee 
awake : fin heth at thy door, and 
Gods axe lieth at thy root, and hell- 
fire is right underneath thee : I ſay.a- 
pn . Emery tree therefore that 

ringeth not forth good fruit , is hewn 
down, and caft into the fire, Gen. 4.7, 
AAatt.3, iO. | 

Poor finner awake, erer#ity v3 com- 
ins,&his ſon,they are both coming ta 
judge 
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judge the world, awake ; art yet a- 
ſleep ? poor ſinner! let me ſer the 


trumpet to thine ear once again. The | 


heavens will be ſhortly on a burning 
flame, the carth and the works there. 


of ſhall be burned up, and then wick- : 


ed men ſhall go into perdition, dot 
thou hear this {inner ? 2 Petr. 3. . 
Hark again, the ſweet morſels of 
ſins will then be fled, and gone, and 
the bitter burning fruits of them only 


left, what ſaiſt thou now ſinner ? canit 


thou drink hell-fire ? will the wrath of 
God be a pleaſant diſh to thy talt ? 
this mult be thine every .days meat 
and drink in hell, ſinner. 

I will yet propound to thee Gods 
ponderous queiiion, and then for this 
time leave thee. Can thine heart en- 
dure, or can thy hands be ſtrong in the 
day that I ſhall deal with thee fauh the 
Lord? Ezck, 22, 14. what ſaiit thou ? 
Wilt thou anſwer this queition now ? 
or wilt thou take time to doit ? or 
wilt thou be deſperate and venture 
all? And let me putthis text in thine 


£ar. 
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ear to keep it open, and ſo- the Lord 
have mercy upon thee; up. z the wick- 


| ed ſhall the Lord rain ſnares, fire, and 


brimſtone, and an horrible tempeſt, this 
ſhall be the portion of their cup: Pſal, 


' 11.6- repent {inners, 


Secondly, my ſecond word is to 
them that are upon the potters whee], 
concerning whom, we know not, as 
yet, whether their convictions, and 
awaknings will end in converſion: or 
no; ſeveral things1 ſhould ſay to you, 
both to further your convictions, and 
to caution you from ſtaying any 
where below, cr ſhort of ſaving grace. 

1. Remember that but few thall be 
ſaved, and if God ſhould count thee 
worthy to be one of that few, what a 
mercy would that be. Epheſ. 2. 45. 

2. Bethankful therctore for con» 
victions, converſion b:gins at convi- 
Ction, though all conviction doth not 
endin converſion. tis a great mercy 
to be convinced thar we are finners, 


and that we need a Saviour, count it 


therefore a mercy, and that ry con- 
victions 
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Eions may end in converſion; d3 thon | NS 
1. Take heed of itifling of them - | Ma 
it is the way of poor ſinners, tolook| 7! 
apon convictions, as things that are | f') 
hurtfnl,. and therefore they uſe to | FE 
(hun the awakening miniſtry, and. to mii 
check a convincing conſcience : ſuch 7 
poor finners,. are much like to the Ma 
wanton boy that itands at the maids | 3 
elbow to blow-out her candle as fait | ON 
as ſhe lights it at the fire -. convinced anc 
ſinner, God lighteth thy- candle, and Ic 
thou put tit out ; God.lights it.again, | 
and thou. puttelt it out ; ( yea how oft EV! 
i the. candle of the wick:'d put cut ? Job, CO 
21,17. At lax God .refolveth he will £v! 
light thy: candle no-more, and then ful 
like the Egypreans,you dwe)] all, your ſer 
days in darkneſs, and never fce light the 
more, but by the light. of hell-fire; 0 
-wherefore.g:ve glory ro God, and if he 
awakens thy coniyence, quench, not ' b 
thy convictions, do it, ſaith the pro- 5 
phet, before he cauſe darkneſs, and be- 
fore your feet rumble upin. rhe. dark, ſo 
#10untains; and he turn your convictt- I 
ons 
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og | ons into the ſhadow of death, and 
n - | make them groſs darkngſs./cr.13.16. 
0k 1, Be willing to ſee the worlt of 
are | tiy condition,'tis better to ſee it here, 
to | then in hell - for thou maielt ſee. thy 
to | miſery here or there. 

ch| 2. Bewareof little fins, they will 
he make way for great ones, and they 
ds | again will make way for bigger, up- 
1} | on which Gods wrath will follow, 
ed and then may thy-latter end be worſe 
nd then thy beginning 2 Pet, 20, 

n, 3. Take heed of bad company, and 
f evil communications, for that will 
þ, corrupt good manners : God faith, 
11 evil company will turn thee aw-'y fron 
n following him, and will tempt thee to 
ir. ſerve other God;.devils:ſo the anger of 
it theLord,will be kindled againit thee, 
and deitroy thee ſuddenly, Dext.7. 3. 
e 4. Beware of ſuch a thought as 
t bids thee delay repentance, for that 
is damnable, Pro.1.24. Zec.7.12.13. 
= 5. Beware of taking example by 
ſome poor carnal profeſſor, whote re- 
ligion lies in the. tip of his tongue. 
beware 
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Beware I ſay of the man whoſe head| ſe: 
ſwims with notions, but his life is a-| ſel 
mong the unclean, Feb.36.14.He that| ho 
walketh with wiſe men ſhall be wiſe,| i 
but a companion of ſools ſhall be deſtroy. 
ed, Pro.13.20. ar 

6, Give thy ſclf much to the word, | be 
and prayer, and good conference. 

7. Labour to ſee the fin that clea- | 11 
veth to the beit of thy performances _ 
and know that all is nothing if thou 1 
beeſt notfound in Jeſus Chrit, 

8, Keep in remembrance - that a 
Gods eye is upon thy heart, and up- 
on all thy wayes : can any hide him- t 
46, AE , 4 
jecT umajeerer places that I ſbruld not fre | 
him ſaith the. Lord ? do nat I fill heaven 
and earth, ſaith the=Lord ? Fer.23.24, | | 

9.Be often imeditating upon death, 
and judgment, Eccle, 11.9 chap 12.14, | 

10.Be often thinking what a dread- | | 
ful end, ſinners, that have neglected 1 
Chritt, will make at that day of death, 
and judgment : Heb. 10.31. 

11, Put thy ſelf often, in thy 
thoughts, before Chriits judgment- 

| | ſcat, 


2rd, | be often thinking of them, thus, 
ED I. They were once inthe world, as 
lca- | Inow am, 
ices 2, They once took delight in (in, as 
10u Lhave done, 
3. They once neglected repentance 

hat as Satan would have me do. 
1P- 4. But now they are gone, now 
m- they are in hell, now the pit hath ſhut 
/ce | her mouth upon them, ; 
ven. | Thou mayeſt alfo doubt thy 
24, | thoughts of the damned, thus. 
th,' 1, Iftheſe poorcreatures were in 
'4, the world again, would they fin as 
d-, they did before.? would they neglect. 
ed ! ſalvation as they did before ? | 
th, 2. Ifthey had ſermons, #s { have ; 

if they had the bible,as 1 bave; if tney 
had good company, as I kave ; yeaif 
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ſcat,in thy ſins, and conſider with thy 
ſelf, were I now before my judge, 
how ſhould I look, how ſhould. I 
ſhake and tremble, 

12. Beoften thinking of them that 


' arenoW in hell pait all mercy, I ſay, 


they had a day of grace, as I have ; 
| would 


ee tte Een ry 


736 The Strait Gate. 
would they neglect it as they did be. 


fore ? ſinner, couldeit thou _—_ _ 
think of theſe things they might help ! 
(God bleſling them ) to awaken thee, 31 
and to keep thee awake to repen- Fo 
tance,to the repentance that isto ſab | 
vation n2ver to be repented of, 4 

Objeit, But you nave ſaid; few ' pr 
ſhall ve ſaved, and ſome that go a | ry 
great way, yet are not ſaved ; at this Pe 
therefore, I am even diſcouraged,and th 
awakned-: | think | had as good. go 
no further, I am indeed des COnvi yy 
ction,but | may pcriſh, &if] g0 on in c 
my Gns 1 can but periſh, and 'tis tcn, c 
twenty, a hundred to one, if | be (1. in 


ved ithould 1 be never ſo carncit. for 
heaven... | b 

Anſw. That few- will be ſaved | * 
rauit needs be a truth, for Chri:t.hath | © 
ſaid it; that many go far, and come 
ihorr of. heaven. i$asStruc, beins. teſti- 
fied by the ſame hand ; but what 
then ? why then I had AS. $004. never. 
ſeek : who told thee ſo? muitno, body | 
Teck, becauſe few are ſaved, this. ts 

juit 


2 — 
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be. | 3} contrary to the text, that bids us, 

ory | ec} re ſtrive ; ſtrive to enter in, be- 

"| carſe ths gate ts ſtrai d becauſe ma- 

help catſe ti: gate 7 ſtrait, an 

nee | 1) will /:ck.to enter in, and ſball nor be 
\en. | ale. Pur why go back again, Tecing 
ſat. | that is the next way to hell, never go 
| over hedge and ditch to hell, if I mult 

| needs go thither, I will go the ſardeſt 
way about; but whocan tell though 
| there ſhon!id not be ſaved fo many as 
there ſhall, but thou mayft be one of 
0 that few, They that miſs of 1:{e pe- 
>, | riſh becauſe they willnot let go their 
ſins, or becauſe they take up in pro- 
feſſhon ſhort of the ſaving faith of the 
- | Goſpel: They periſh | ſay, becauſe 
they are content with ſuch "things as 
will not prove graces of a ſaving na- 
-q | ture, then they come to be trycd in 
t | the fire, otherwiſe the promiſe is free 
' and full, and everlaſting. Him that 


"* cometh to me, ſays Chriit, I will in no 
ar | Wiſe caſt om: for God ſo loved the world, 
or. that hg gave his only hegorten ſon, that 
y whyſoever believerh in bim might not. 
is Perifb but bave everlaſting life, Joh. 


t _ 
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6. 37. wherefore let not this thought, 


few ſhall be ſaved, weaken thy heart, 


but let-it cauſe thee to mend thy 
pace, to mend thy crys, to look well 
to thy grounds for heaven;let it make 
thee fly faſter from ſin, to Chriſt, let 


it keep thee awake and out of carnal \w 


ſecurity, and thou maiit be ſaved. 


Thirdly, my third word is to pro- | 
feflors, firs, give me leave to ſet my | 


trumpet to your ears again a little, 
when every man hath put in all the 
claim they'can for heaven, but few 


will have it for their inheritance, | 
I mean but few profefſors, for | 


ſo.the text intendeth,and fo I have al- 
ſo proved, fr many, I ſay unto you; 


will ſeckto enter in,and ſhall not be able. 


Let me therefore a little expoſtu- 
late the matter with you, O ye thou- 
ſands of profeſſors, 

Firit, I begin with you whoſe re- 
ligion lieth only in your tongues, [ 
mean you wnio are little or nothing 
known from the reit of the rabble of 
the world, only you can talk better 

then 


—— 
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| then they : hearme a word or two, 


If 1 ſpeak with the tcngue of men and 
angels, and have not charity, that is, 
love to God, and Chriit, and ſaints, 
and hol yneſs, [ am nething, no child 
of God; and ſo have nothing to do 
with heaven, 1 Cor. 13. a prating 
tongue will not unlock the gates of 
heaven, nor blinde the eyes of thy 
judge; looktoit : the wiſe in heart 
will receive commandments but :a 
rating fool (hall fall : Pro. 10.8, 
Secondly, covetous profeſlor,thou 
that maKk'it a gain of rc!1gion, that u- 


| ſeit thy profcſiion to bring grilt to thy 


mill ; look to it alſo, gain 15not god- 
lyncſs ; 14a4s's religion lay much in 
the bag, but his ſoul is now burning 
in hell; all covetouſneſs 1s Idolatry, 
but what is tþat or what will you 
call it, when men are religions for 
filthy lucre ſake, Ezck,33.31, 
Thirdly, wanton profelfors I have 
a word ſor you ; | mean, you that 
can tell how to miſplead Scripture, 
to maintain your piide, your ban- 
queting, 
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quetins, and abominable idolatry : 
reade what Peter ſays, you are the 
fnarc and damnation of others ; you 
allure through the laſt of the jl:ſh, 
through much wantonn:ſs, thoſe that 
were clean eſcaped from them who live 
zn errenr, 2 Pet. 2. 18. beſides the ho- 
ly Gholt hath a great deal againſt 
you, for your feaſtings, and cating 
without fear, not for health, but 
Sluttony - Fxd. 12. further Petey 


ſajes, that you that count it pleaſure | 
to riot in the day time, are ſpots and | 


blemiſhes, ſporting your ſelves with 


your own decervings.2 Per.2, 13. And | 


let me ask, did God give his word to 
juſtifie your wickedneſs, or doth 
grace teach you to plead for the fleſh, 
or the waking proviſion for the luſts 
thereof; of theſe, alſo are they that 
feed their bodyes to ſtrengthen their 
Luits under pretence of {trengthning 
frailnature:; But pray remember the 
text, many, 1 ſay unto you, will ſeck, 

to entcr in, and ſhall not be able, 
Fourthly, 1 come next to the op- 
moniſt, 


oy "PO. 


210 


lie 
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try : kw10z:ſt, T mean to him whoſe religion 
> the| lieth in ſome circumitantials of rel1- 
; Yor | gion ; With this ſort this Kingdom 
2:ſh, | {warms at this day ; theſe think all 
that | out of the way that are not of their 
live | mode, when themſelves may be out 
ho- | of the way in the mideſt of their zeal 
inſt | for their opinions, pray do you alſo 
ing | obſerve the text,,many, I ſay unto you, 
but | will ſ[eckto enter in, ſhall nor be able, 
ter | Fifthly, neither is the formal;ſt ex- 
Ire , empted from this number : he is a 
nd | man that hath loft all but the ſhell of 
th | religion,he is hot indeed for his form, 

' and no marvel, for that is his al{ to 

to | contend for, but his form being with- 
| out the power and ſpirit of godly 
1, | neſs, itwill leave him in his fins ; 
s | nay, he ſtandeth now in them, in the 
t fight of God, 2 Tim. 3.5.and # one of 
r themany that will ſcek, toenter in, and 
ſhall not be ale. 

Sixthly, The legalzſ# comes next, 
even him that hath no life but what 
he makes out of dutics,this man,hath 
choſen to ſtand and fall by Joes who 

G - 


I 


| Fi 


14.2 The Strait Gate 


is the condemner of the world, there +, 


25 one that accuſeth you, even Noſes in 
whom ye truſt, Jon. 5. 45. 

Seventbly, There is in the next 
place the liberrine, he that precendeth 
to be againit forms, and dutics, as 


ſhall 

N 
1010 
frail 


cro{ 


things that gender to bondage, neg; | txyt 


letting the order of God : this man 
pretends to pray always, out under 
that pretence, prays not at all ; he 
pretends to Keep every day a ſabath, 
but this pretenice ſerves him only to 
caſt off all-ſet times for the worſhip 


of God. Thi # alſo one of the many, 
that will ſeek to enter in and ſhall ast be 


- abls, Tit. 1. 16. 

''Evghtly, Thereis the remporizing 
Latitudinarian, he 1s a, man that hath 
no God but his beily,nor any religion 
but that by which his belly is wor- 
{hiped, his religion 1s always like the 
' times, turning this way and that way, 
tike the cock on the iteeple, neither 


hath he any conſcience: but a benum-. 
ned or ſeared one, and isnext door to 


-a down right athicit, azd alſo is one of 


thus ' 


all | 
WO 
tit 
nin 
all. 
ja 
1t1! 
tat 
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Pere »:11omp many that will ſeek, to enter in, and 


3 301 | 


Ext 
£th 


{ 


ſhall not be able. 

Ninthly, There is alſo the wi!f:lly 
;gnoraut profeſſor, or him that 1s a- 
fraid to know more, for fear of the 
croſs ; he is for picking and chuling of 
truth, and loveth not to hazzard his - 
all for that worthy name by which he 
would be called : when he is at -any 
time overſet by arguments, or 2Wak- 
nings of conſcience, he uſes to teal 
all, by, 7 was net brought up in this 
faith, as if it were uniawfultor Chri- 
tlians to know more then hath been 
taught them at firit converſion, there 
are- many. Scriptures that lie againit” 
this man, as tve 1717s of great guns, 
and he s one of the many that will ſeek. 
to enter in and ſhall nct be able, 

Tenthly, we will add toall theſc, 
the profeſſor that would prove him- 
ſelf a-Chrikian by comparing himſelf 
with others, inftced of comparing 
himſelf with the word of God. This 
man comforts himfelt becauſe he is as 
holy as ſuch,and ſuch : he alſo knows 

G. 2 as 
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as much as that old profeſſor, ande 


then concludes he ſhall go t: heaven: 
as 1if he certainly knew, that thoſe 
with whom he compareth himfelf 
would be undoubtedly ſaved, but 
how if- he ſhould. be miſtaken, nay 
may they not both fall ſhort ; but to 
beſure he is in the wrong that hath 
made the compariſon, 2 Cor.10,12. 
and a wrong foundation will not 
ſtand in the day of Judgment. This 
man therefore one of the any that 
will ſeck to enter in & ſhall not $e able, 
Eleventhly, There is yet another 
profeſſor ; and he is for God and for 
Baal too, he can be a»y thing. for any 
company - he can throw ſtores with 
both hands, his religion alters as faſt 
as his company : he is a frog of Zy ypt 
and can live zz the water, and ox: 0 


| 
| 


the water, he can live in religious 


company and again as well out, x0- 


thing that is diſorderl[ycomesa miſs to. 


him, he'll hold with the hair, and r#1 
with the hound, he carries fire in one 
hand, and wate® i'th z'other ; he 18 4 
very 


_ wy wSs 4 ped wi wok hos 
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| very any thing but what he ſhould be : 


This is alſo one of the many that will 

ſcekto enter in, and ſhall not be able, 
Twelfthly, There is alſo that free- 
willer who denics to the holy Ghoſt 
the ſole work in converſion, and chat 
Socinian, who denieth to Chrilit that 
he-hath made tojGod ſatisfaction for 
fin : and that Quaker who takes from 
Ciri:t the true natures in his perſon, 
& I might add as many more - touch- 
ing whoſe damnation (they dying as 
they are) the Scripture is plain: theſe 
will ſcekto enter in & ſhall not be able, 
But Fourthly, if it be ſo, what a 
ſrrange diſapointment,wil many pro- 
feſſors meet with at the day of Judg-+ 
ment: I ſpeak not now to the oper 
profaner, : every body ({ as I have 
ſaid)) that hath but common under- 
ſtanding. between _ good and evil, . 
knows that they are inthe broad 
way to hell and damnation, and they 
mutt needs come thither, nothing can 
hinder it, but repentance unto ſalvati- 
on,cxcept God ſhould prove a licr to 
G 2 faye. 
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ſave them, & tis hard ventring of that, 


Neither is it amiſs, if we take no. 
tice of the examples that are briefly 
mentioned in the Scriptures concern- 
ing profeſſors that have miſcarried, 

I. Fadas periſhed from among the 
Apoſtles. Atts.1, 2. Demas as I think 
periſhed from among the Evangeliits 
2 Tim.4..10. 3. Diotrephes from among 
the Minilters, or them in office in the 
Church. 3 Jh.g.10. 4. And as for 
Chriſtian proſefſors, they have fell by 
heaps, and almoſt by whole Church- 


— - ——— —— — — — — 


es, 2Tim1.15. Revel, 2.4.15.16.17, 


5. Let us adde to thefe , that the 
things mentioned in the SCrip ures a- 
bout theſe matters, are but brief 
kints, and zrems of what 1s afterwards 
to happen ; as the Apoſtle ſaid 3 ſome 
mens ſins are open befere-hand, going 


before nts jug ent and ome men they | 


f-llow after, 1 Tim. 24. SOt!,-', tel- 
low-proieſlor, lct us fear, icit a ji c- 
miſe bing left us of ent.1ng inco +' 1s 


— 


——= 


reit, any of us ſh-u!d ſeem to come | 


ihort of it - O to come {:u;i ! noting 
Kills 


- % 


[uf 
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nat, | Kils like it, nothing will burn like it. 


no- 


wo 
Ig) 


Ll intend not diſcouragements but 
awaksings, the Churches have need 
of awakning and ſo hath all profeſ- 


| ſors, do not deſpiſe rae thercfore, but 


hear me overagain ? What a itrange 
diſappointment will many profeſlors 
meet with atthe day of God almigh- 
ty! a diſappointment, I ſay and that 


| asto ſeveral things. 


1. They will look to eſcape hell, & 
yet fall juit into the mouth of hcl! ! 
what a diſappointment will here be. 

2. They will look for heaven but 
the gate of heaven will be ſhut againſt 
them ! what a diſappointment is nere? 

3. They will expect, that Chriſt 
ſhou}d ha.e compaſhon for them, but 
will finde that he hath ſhut up all 
bowels of compaſiion from them ! 
What a diſappointment.s here ? 

Acvin, fifthly, As this diſappoint=- 
ment will be fear'ul, fo certa nly it 
Wiioe very fu:lof amazemen;, 

I. Wi. ir not amaze them to be 
Un P0064, 0xc1u34.d from life and 


ith £ os 
{ , A «6 Vv ny 
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to ſee their own madneſs and' folly, 
while they conſider how they have 
dallyed with their own ſouls, . and 


took lightly for granted, that they] : 


had that grace that would. ſave them] 
but hath left them. in damnable ſtate, 

3. Will they not alſo be amazed 
one at another, while they remember 
how in their life time, they counted | 
themſelves fellow-heirs of life. To 
allude to that of the prophet - they | 


ſhall be amazed one of another, their fa- Þ. 


ces ſhall be a5 flames, Iſa.n3.8. . | 
4. Will it not be amazing to ſome | 
of the daraned themſelves, to ſee ſore | 
come to bel! that then they ſhall ſee 
come rither, To ſee preachers: of 
the word; profeſſors of the word, 
practiſers in the word, to come. thi- 
ther ; what wondring was there a- | 
mong them at the fall of the king of | 
Babilon, ſince he thought to have | 
ſwallowed up all becauſe he was run 
down by the 7Zedes and Perſians, bow | 
art thou falicn from heaven _ 
ac 


TIM ; ſon © 
2. Will itnot be amazing to them, 


them 
olly, 

ve 
and 
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«yon of the morning ? how art-thou. cut 


down to the ground that didit wea- 
ken the nations ? If ſuch a thing as 
this, will with amazement, ſurprize 
the damned, what an amazement will 
it bz to thcmto ſee ſuchan one as he, 
whoſe head reached tothe clouds : to ſee 
mim come down to ihe pit, and periſn 
for ever like his own dung, Hell fron 


| bexcath 15 moved for thee,to meet thee at 
| thy coming, *it ſtirreth up the dead for 
| thee,even all the caief ones of the e:r1h, 
 Jja. 14. they thar ſee thee,ſhall;nar- 


rowly look npon thee and conlider 
thee, ſaying, # this the a? ? Is this 
he that profeſſed and diſputed, and 
forſook us, but now he is come to us 
again ? is this he that ſeparated irom 
us, but how is he fallen with us into 
the ſame eternal damnation with us? 

Sixthly, yet again,one word more, 
if I may awaken profeſſors 1. conſi- 
der, though the poor carnal world, 
{hall certainly periſh, yet they will 
want theſe things to aggravate their 
ſorrow which thou wilt mcet with in 
every 
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every thought that thou wilt have 0f-+*-. < 
the condition thou waſt in when thou | a 
walt in the world. 
I. They will not have a profeſſion | thc 
to bite them when they come thither, | w3 
2, They will not have the tafts..of | ne 
a loſt heaven, to bite them when they |' we 
come thither,- Je 
3. They will not have the thoughts. 
of, I was almoſt at heaven, to bite-| $3 
them when they came thither. | he 
4. They will not have,the thoughts. | n« 
of how they cheated ſaints,Mintters, 
Churches,.to bite them, when they | tt 
come thither. \ 
$5, They will not have the. dying. 
thoughts of falſe-faith, falſe hope, | T 
falſe repentance, and falſ:-holyneſs.| -f 
to bite them when they come'thither; | c 
I was at the gates of heaven, T looked in- | | 
ro heaven, T thowohe I ſhould have en- 
tred into heaven |. O how . will thcſe'; « 
things ſting | they will, if I may call 
thers fo berke tive are of deaths 


in hell fire, 


ently, 
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 0f-+*-. Seventhly, Give me leave now in 


a word, to give you a little advice, 

1. Doeſt thou-love thine own ſoul, 
then pray to Jeſus Chriſt for an a- 
wakned heart, for an heart fo awak- 
ned, with all the things of another 
world, that thou maieſt be allured to 
Jeſus Chriit, 

2, When chou comelt there, beg a. 
gain for more awaknings about fin, 
hell,grace, and about. the righteouſ. 
neſs of Chriſt, 

3.Cry alſo for a ſpirit of diſcerning, 
that thou mai't know that which is 
ſaving-grace indecd. 

4. Above all ſtud es, apply thy 
ſelf to the ſtudy of thoſe things, that 
' «ſhew thee the evil of fin, the ihortneſs 
of mens life, and which is the way to 
be ſaved, 

5. Keep company with the moſt 
godly among profeſſors. 

6. When thou heareſt what ' the 
"nature of true grace 1s, defer not to 
ask thine-own heart, if this grace be 
there; and here take heed, 

I, That 
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7. That the preacher himſelf *be:-. 
ſound, and of good life, 

- 2, That thou takeſt not ſeeming 
Sraces for [real ones, nor ſeeming 
fruits for real fruits, 

3. Take heed that « ſin and thy life 
goes not wnrepented of, for that will 
make a flaw in thine evidence, a wonnd 
inthy conſcience, and a breach in thy 
peace, and an hundred to one if at laſt, 
it doth not drive all the grace in thee 
into ſo dark a corner of thy heart,that 
thou ſhalt-not be able, for a time, by| 
all the torches that are burning in the' 
Goſpel to finde it ont to thine ows! 
. comfort and conſolation, 


